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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ce of the Circuit Court 





clasped me to his bosom, with an ex 

4 right olmogi soy vices HASH pe 
my deares er?" in-| Thé Cl — 

quired I, almost trembling at what his answer Clork called the House to order at 12 

might prove, “what has made papa so cheer- 


FOR THE NATIONAL BRA. 


ROSA AND HER SUITORS. 
A TALE OF SWEDISH DOMESTIC LIFE, 


“ What has happen 


BY EMILIE F. CARLEN, 


, ” y ” 
* guthor of “One Year of pm «“ The Bride of Omburg, event, my dear Rosa 


uite an extraordinary 
favor of Providence,’ 


ded he, as he wiped | desk, by Sidney W. ’ ” 
away a tear from his eye—-“an event which hes oy Ca, MS Sees, 
makes my heart bound with a sensation of hap- 
piness, such as I have never felt before.” 

I felt. myself quaking more and more; my | ball 


TRANSLATED BY ELBERT PERCE. 


The Letters. 
, June 15, 1827. 
My very pear Frtrexp: How much Ire 
gret and miss you! you, the only person in 
whom I really can confide; to whom alone I 
can lay open my heart, and all its feelings of 
grief and joy. To be sure, I have our kind, 
good, old uncle, Ling; but his age and. sex 
render it impossible for me to intrust him with 
the feelings which pervade my heart. No, I 
can do that to you alone. Oh, Hilda! the tree 
of life bears bitter fruit in abundance. I will 
not, however, complain, if I’ might only once 
extend my hand, to reap that which is good and 





could hardly support myself; and 


Hilda, from whom 








which I opened was to m 


i- 
ht ps ganization by adopting the plurality rule. He 


How much has happened during the short the Merchant Widen’s family and him- | submitted the following yesolution : 


time since your departure! Ob, how few days 
does it require to transform peace and joy into 
uneasiness and sorrow! My heart is now the 
abode of the latter; and but yesterday I had 
»ot a surmise that they would be its occu- 











I will give you a faithful account of every- 
thing, and pour out all the sorrows of my heart 
into yoursympathizing bosom ; for I well know 
how warmly and sincerely you interest yourself 
about all that concerns me. 

You know, then, dear Hilda, how quiet and 

retired we live in our little place, since papa 
stoppod payment, and we were obliged to 
leave our large, handsome mansion. We had, 
however, reason to thank God that papa was 
able to make such good terms with his credit- 
ors,and escape imprisonment. Papa was most 
afraid of Mr. Garben; and you may remem- 
ber that I told you, in an hour of confidence, 
the scene which took place with us after his 
return from Stockholm, when, instead of the 
account he had looked for, he found that papa 
had deceived him, and had profited by his ab- 
sence to become bankrupt. 

I will not tell you how angry and piercing 
was the look he gave papa, when he called 
upon us, and assured us solemnly that he 
would claim and have his rights to the last 
penny, or would hold my father fast in the 
very place whither he most feared to come. 

Mamma and papa talked a great deal; how- 


ever, Mr. Garben paid no attention to them, 
but quickly returned to his apartments at 


render her happy—that her heart was another’s. 


no longer accompany it. Four months have 
now elapsed since these unpleasant events, du- 
which my thoughts have often lingered 
with you. The bold hope which animates my 
heart, and moves me to write these lines, is the 
thought that Rosa will perhaps not slight the 
offer of the affection and hand of an honest 


ted to conduct her, as his wife, to his now lone- 
Should I be fortunate enough to re- 
ceive a happy confirmation of this hope—a kind 
and assenting answer—I will not delay an in- | ner, Florence, Foster, 
ste=t ia offering my homage and gratitude in| Fuller of Maine, Goode, Greenwood, Hall of 
Towa, Harris of Maryland, Harris of Alabama, 
Harris of Illinois, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, 
Houston, Jewett, Jones of Tennessee, Jones of 
Pennsylvania, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, 
Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, A. K. Mar- 
could not tear from my heart the image that | shall of Kentucky, Humphrey Marshall of Ken- 
tucky, Marshall of Illinois, Maxwell, McMul- 
that an alliance with such a man as Mr. Gar- | Jen, McQueen, Miller of Indiana, Millson, Moore, 
Oliver of Missouri, Orr, Paine, Peck, Phelps, 
Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 
Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, San- 


Oh, Hilda, imagine my feelings as I read 
this simple and confidential letter. 
I felt that I respected and es- 
teemed him, but I could not love him} for I 


Oh, how 


had there found a home, I feel quite sinsible 
ben might have really been looked upon as 
happiness, had I not already learned to know 
and love Mannerstedt ; but now, for me, there | Ricaud 
is no happiness in life without him. Oh, my | didge, Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, Smith 
idly— | of Tennessee, Smith cf Alabama, Sneed, Ste- 
ty | phens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, 
You must know that this | Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Wat- 
morning, when my father left me, i withdrew | kins, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, 
ana desired to be left aleue until even- | Wright of Tennessee, and 2 ollicoffer—115. 
Nays—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- 
of me to come | bour, Bennett of New York, Benson, Billing- 
hurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Bren- 
ton, Buffington, Burlingame, Chaffee, Clark of 
Connecticut, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Coyode. 
Three hours of liberty and quiet I have prof- | Cragin, O2mhack. Damrell, Dayis of Maseachu. 
ited by, to lay my troubles before your sympa- | setts, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
thizing heart ; and it is as well to send you the Darfee, 4 
letter at once, for I may not be able to con- | Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Hall 
head begins to| Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, Horton of New 
t York, Horton of Ohio, Howard, Hughston, King, 
which threatens me; and I may find it hard to | Kaapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunke!, Lei- 
get an hour, very soon, to tell you all the de-| ter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Mil- 
ler of New York, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Oliver of New ¥ o:k, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, *citii, Pike, 
Parviance, Ritchie, Ro}shius, Robison, Sabin, 
t Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simu.ors, Spinner, Stan- 
que in the gallant Captain’s style, and as fol-| ton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Washburne of Wisconsin, 
Washburne of Illinois, Washburn of Maine, 
Watson, Welch, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, and 
to do; and so once | Woodworth—103. - 





poor, poor heart; and time flies so r 
evening is drawing on, and my hours of liberty 
will soon be over. 
You must have a dim recollection of all 
I merely seek to re- 
fresh it, to let you Bes 
mik'ness which Mr. Garbe 
aviwhich surprised eV@r} 
snould not have thou; 
uot been necessary 


As twilight fell, I fel confirmed in a resolu- 
lution which I had often turned over in my 
head, when I saw the trouble and affliction 
fonsuming papa. W 
slight tremor, I threw on my eloak, and slipped 
quietly and quickly over tq Swanstedt’s, up the 
stairs, and hurried rapidity, without meeting a 
soul, to the door of an apartment, where I 
sto still, as I heard some one pacing up and 
down, with firm, manly steps, within; I then 
softly opened the door, and, for the first time 
in my life, bent my knee before a human being. 
I cannot recall all that in the confused and 
hurried feelings of the moment I said; but it 
was a fervent, earnest entreaty, that he would 
spare the sole hope and support of five unpro- 


permitted this, but, at seven 
o'clock, mamma 


bf telling you, had it 


I fear they will be sadly disappointed, and I 
e you to understand y y isapp ’ 


pray that they may forgive me, 


tinue it for a time. 


grow giddy beforehand, at the idea of the storm 





tails; and so farewell, my Hilda. 
ve the consolation of a few lines to 


The second letter, from Captain Ferdinan 
ruast also lay before our readers; it was 


BELOVED, ADORED HiLpa ; 
it would be too, too panful, were I compelled to 
‘ear hope forever from m 
cannot, cannot bring myse 
more, oh, my Hilda, I ask you whether an en- 
tire life of repentance and love cannot still 
atone for what I have; in levity and necessity, 
been guilty of? You know, too, that during 
this whole period, I was never untrue to you in 
my heart, although—but no matter—I have so 
often explained that to you already ; it was a 
misfortune—an insanity—in one word, it was 
my fault; but you, Hilda, you might be my good 
genius. AJl yet might be well—aye, in truth, 
all might be happiness—Paradise again ; for 
the Professor has relented, and is kind ; and it 
is quite evident that he misses you, and he of- Mr. Banks, of Mass. - . c - 103 
ten says, when Rosa, on accoynt of her numer- . J 
ous ig at rami ae by phliged to 
shorten her visits, or make them less uent, Soreny: a f . 
and Madame Bran can no longer look ier the al dori Say of 7 J. ea} osl¥ Se. ; 
tea properly, ‘ What a pity that I have to re- 8 ren wt 

et Hilda’s loss; she understood exactly how 
; now, it is either too strong or 
when he thus speaks, I 
ittle is wanting to urge 
him to confirm my happiness, if you would be 
less barbarous and inexorable. 
Hilda, only tell me that yon will fo 
and I will fly to that old abominable Lindfors, 
to offer peace and reconciliation to you all. 

I await your answer in to.turin 
your last decision in this matte: ; for I swear to 
you, Hilda—yes, I swear it, solemnly and firm- 
ly—that I will never again trouble you with | pj, 
another entreaty, if you repulse me now; but 
you are not so cruel. Oh, 
forgive ; be good and friendly, as you used to| fr, Banks, of Mass. - 

ys your trulyrepentant FER 
o, no, my dear cousin,” said Hilda toher-} yr, Faller, of Pa. 
| self, as she glanced ; 
more. “No, no; tha 
; | pow more than ever,” for Hilda’s thoughts were 
lingering and dreaming about the Neck’s love- 
Ferdinand will soon console “him- 
self; on his account J have no anxiety, 
much worse, are matters with my 
Oh, how many a painful struggl L 
heart have to undergo—yes, her sufferings are 
almost boundless. I know her well, 
deep is her love; to renounce it would be her 
death ;,and then to embitter, to annihilate 
only hope, the only source of comfort, whi 
her parents have remainjng—that, to a soul like 
hers, will be hard indeed 


Mr nine 
, called 
the ob- 
ns, and 
eached 
re free 


Once more, for 


j heart. No, that I 
Mr. Garben smiled gently and kindly, and 


rather bore than led me to & sofa, as I would 
not rise until I had his promise; and he would 
not speak as.long as I remained in that posi- 
tion. He made me sit beside him. I grasped 
his hand, and with fervor and feeling addressed 
myself directly to his heart, setting forth the 
m¢.ancholy position of my father, and the 
helplessness of my brothers and sisters. And, 
deeply humiliating as it was—oh! you will 
easily conceive it, Hilda—yet, for their sakes, 
I implored his forbearance and compassion. 
“T would have spared—I would have done 
much, for your sake; and your 
father would never have had to resort to these 
means of escaping these difficulties, had he but 
placed confidence in me, and discovered his un- 
fortunate position to me when I first arrived ; 
venly, so publicly, to make 





chiefly 
church 
hrough 
te their 
hissions. 
ostly to 
rs for 
Home 
nese Sc- | 
h slave- 
ad with- 
la vehold- 
Mion and 
Ming such 
Mmese antl 
0 estab- 
d not be 





but to mock me so 0 
use of cunning—an 

‘ say no more, Mr. Garben,” 
grief was beyond all bounds, 
when I found that I could not 
father to adopt the proposition 
him—namely, that he On 
while there was still time; even on that ve 
evening which you spent with us, I 


“And you did that?” he 
kindness, oat looking dee ane 
& peculiar degree of emotion ; 
did regard me as a kind man?” ~*~ 
first moment,” I replied; “or 


too weak.” Oh 
a. of the see very well that b 
{]l exist. 
m issiona- 
in West- 
Islands, 
Bsas, i 


should confide all to you 


rgive me, 


suspense— 
her Amis- 
Supreme 
ducte' to 
of those 
gociation. 
aica, a0 

, had the 
1s oatab- 


I would not be h 
thoughts of being repulsed would 
me of all courage.” 

“No one,” said he, “ would be 
pulsing you; a daug p 
tercessor for her father mast be 
upon much with an indulgent eye: 
haps,’ added he, “perhaps this 
portion of your noble devotion.” 

Ah, dear Hilda, how did I value him, noble 
= df —s as he was; and 
ghog with m ‘in 
him; he bent on in 
feared I would interra 

“Not another w 
range my affairs with sour | 
manner as not to | r 


kind, Hilda, and 


h the letter once 
he Asso 
yg abo 


silent, and strug- 


how 


eave him a single cause of 


to go. I conld not find words to 
hope he aig a Soings in 

pproached the door, he caught 
my hand, and whis red, ina tone of entreaty— 
rget me, even when the evil 


passed, and the heavens are 


. And then the ap: 
ude to Garben. On whichever 
side I look, I see no bright s 

oh, so dark; and I tremble at the th 


most fervent feelings may be com- 


©, generous man, 


J OWn apartment, the overflow. 
y heart found rest'in a sigh of 
nee, and in a warm 
Gatben’s welfare, . 
n, my father was sev- 
and in the evening he 
ness to me, by @ warm 
j he knew at once how 
ugh he did uot exchange 


; and the other ereditors | ly, since 
ession of the greater. 


that she had no sucl 
ed for the next | 

trembled at her th 
calculated, in her 


cordial 
The following ere it could be looked 





Pusuic Peete ix, Evcuanp Seg yr Se 
America.—-The London otra penlie fooling io mr. Fessenden presented resolutions of the| posing 
England towards ica is ingly friend 

the recent war bubble burst. 
“An incident of 


m, Hil- | ential and 
a left} don 


saya: 













we "" living when 


now I must tell you what has: 
ust 


$$$ 


_qiGome, here, ay th” said he in a tone | THIRTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 


days; “I wish to spess to you.” 

entered a little side cabi- 

closed the door, and then Wednesday, January 2, 1856, 
ion of} The Senate did not sit today, 


First Session. 


o'clock, and the Journal of Monday was read. 
Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, moved to amend the 


said Journal by striking therefrom the word 
“The most fortunate, the most unlooked-for | “» message in phere thease President of 


the United States was handed in at the Clerk’s 


and inserting in lieu thereof the following : 
“ After the reading of the Journal of Satur- 


ot for Speaker, the Private Secretary of the 


heart beat with a foreboding of some coming | President dal at tha: Bed of the ls 
sorrow—I was in a perfect tremor, from head nt appeared at the of the House, 


to foot. My father now spoke, my head turned | nounced that he was directed by the President 


of the United States to present to the House of 
said to me, the last words alone re-| Representatives a message in writing. He then 
sounded in my ears. ; ; 
“Rejoice, my child, and thank God, with | Forney, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
your parents.” And he placed two letters in | of the last Congress, and now acting, under the 
my hand, and left the room. And those letters, | act of 1791, as Clerk, for the of elect- 
ey? Oh, you have | ing a Speaker, and, having delivered the said 
also foreboded it at | package, he withdrew”? : 
arben. The first} This gave rise to considerable discussion, 
y father, and merely | and at last the motion was laid upon the table. 
informed him, in a few words, that his former| Mr. Knight, of Pennsylvania, thought it was 
alliance was broken off; and that he, being | high time th 
now free, would esteem it his greatest ok 
could an engagement be 


and, without permission of the members, an- 


handed a sealed ‘age to the Hon, John W. 


at an organization should be effect- 
He appealed to the House to effect an or- 


That this House will immediately 


The letter to myself I copy for you, word for | proceed to the eighty-fifth ballot for Speaker, 


upon the result of which, and no choice, the 


“Dar AND CHARMING Rosa: A train of cir- | House will make the eighty-sixth b:{lot, which, 
cumstances, too painful to dwell upon, had | if it shall not effect an election, shall be succeed- 
caused a coldness towards me in the heart of| ed by an eighty-seventh vote; when, if there 
my affianced bride, during my absence in Swe- | shall still be no election, the person highest in 
den; her feelings have totally changed. She | vote and having the majority of a quorum shall 
said she had learned to feel that 1 could never | be the Speaker of the thirty-fourth Congress ; 
and the said proceedings shall be conducted 
As soon as I became aware of this, I released | viva voce, as heretofore, but without debate, ad- 
her at once from her promise of a hand which | journment, or recess. 

I wished not to possess, since her heart could; Mr. Phelps, of Missouri, moved that the reso- 
lution be laid on the table; which motion was 
decided in the affirmative by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barks- 
dale, Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Broom, Cadwalader, Campbell of Ken- 
tucky, Campbell of Ohio, Carlile, Caruthers, 
; z st | Caskie, Clark of New York, Clingman, Cobb 
man, who has not a wish beyond being permit-| of Georgia, Cobb of Alabama, Cox, Craige, 
Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Davis of Maryland, 
Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, 
Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 
uller of Pennsylvania, 








maanded the previous question : 
and that the message be read to the House. 
jn the affirmative. 


lot, which resulted as follows: 





Mr. Richardson, of fll. - - - 72 
Mr. Fuller, of Pa. - - - - 32 
Whole number of votes given - - 218 
Necessary to a choice : - - 210 


her last, be now read. 





sulted as follows : 
aio al, aga 
FErpINanp. Mr. Richardson, of Ml. - - ~- TL 
fl decade 
Mr. Pennington, ofN.J.- - - 6 
labor in vain, and Scattering a N, q eho CR? PE 


Thursday, January 3, 1856. 
- SENATE 


the | body the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
hich | 00 the finances. ‘ 
Mr. Yulee moved to print ten thousand ad- 
ditional copies for the use of the Senate, ard 
five hundred for the use of the Treasury De- 
- ment. 
any ge PeThis motion led to considerable discussion. 
The motion of Mr. Yulee was at last amend- 
ed, on the motion of Mr. Mason, and adopted 
; felt for Rosa’s sor- in the following form : 
nd fervently thanked God 
trials herself, She long- 


five hun 
the use of the Treasury 


State of Maine, in relation to Slavery. 












and order of the said Territory. 
vat tees have been taken by 


and also 
the Executive 
to prevent these ou 


upon the legal rights| Mr. 
of the people of that Territory; and what per-| any member had yet receiv 

sons holding ‘office under Executive appoint- Mr. Mullen, of Virginia, desired the gen- 
ment have participated in these acts, and to} tleman fo add to his regoluti 


quiring th itlemen who had received their 
General Cass made a brief exposition of his | pay ton nd 7 [Lang a bs 
— ee ore. declar-| On me 
ing his belie’ People of the Territory, | lation 
in the Territorial Legislature, have the right to io 
introduce or exclude Slavery. j 
Mr. Hale addressed the Senate at some length, 
in the course of which he reviewed the message 
of the President with great severity. 
ised Tes Mast ele inti edu d 
day, and before th e Senate went into Executive session, an 
y, an ‘ore the members had p’ ed to shea dijenwaad te Mondar. 
The Clerk called the House to order at 12 
o'clock, and the Journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Mace moved that the acting 


‘ oorkeeper| There h 
of the House be, 


and he is hereby, required to | to four o’eloe 

lock all the doors leading to this Hall instanter, ' f 

and keep them securely fastened until a Speak- 

er shall be elected, unless opened for the pur- 

pose of letting in absent me Sait ! —— eae ee 
T i -the resoluti ved |" Tit view of the pressure upon our colamns 

with great laughter. 

Mr. Mace made some humorous remarks, ex- | cially of the unexpected appearance of the 

citing much laughter, but, 
On motion of Mr. Boyce, the resolution was | bly not been surprised at the omission, in our 

laid on the table. 

The eighty-seventh ballot for Speaker was | mary of important events. 

then had, and resulted as follows : 

Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts 

Mr. Richardson, of Illinois 

Mr. Fuller, of Penn 

Mr. Pennington, of 


Whole number of votes given - 
Necessary to a choice : 
No candidate having received a majority of ratives we have ever read. Mrs. Rhoda Wake- 
8 tee epece peed yay bw ive § brother, Samuel Sly, aged above fifty, illiterate 


Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts 
Mr. Richardson, of Illinois 
Mr. Fuller, of Penn 
Mr, Pennington, of 


There having been no election, the eighty- hours a welcome guest in Heaven, after her 
ninth ballot was had, with the following result : 
Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts 
Mr. Richardson, of Illinois 
Mr. Fuller, of Pennsylvania 
gton, of New Jersey 


No election having been effected— his attendance and devotions, fell 

, under her 
i fn of Alabama, ot that he ubele displeasure and gave her great distress, almost 
resolved itself into this simple truth; that t 3 even unto death, because he possessed an evil 
feeling of the Democratic party was so fixed | rit that persecuted her. How he came by 
and so rigid as to have thus far prevented any- 
thing like a co-operation and union of the con- 
servative elements of the House. 5 at : : re 
was presented a large and firm body, under the insight into his mental condition, and that of 
name of the Republican party, casting their 
suffrages for the distinguished gentleman from iil ie: 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks,] solely upon a great power from all departed spirits from the fall of 
Another portion of the 
Hoase, whom the press of the country had 
termed the “immortal 74,” were rendering ‘ 
their support to the distinguished Representa- ped: epi an. Selon ee oe 
tive from Illinois, (Mr. Richardso.,] predica- they poisoned those who ste them. Mr. Silli- 
ting their support of that gentleman on his | yan tasted the cakes. When Hunt betrayed 
identity with a well-known political measure. | innocent blood by giving us the poison, he 
There was a third and still smaller party, com- | spiritually sold the whole world. Eben Gould 
posed, as they believed, of men eminently con- 
servative in thair ~alvinn! coiniona. and desi- 
rous of having such an organization as should 
insure good order and decorum in the House, 
and everywhere, so far as a presiding officer 


exgnce of all Justus Matthews,” it became necessary, in th 


On one side 


sectional question. 


mrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, / pee gee oe a 
ovligs oos Beye Brice ec 


He trusted that the resolutions which he 
should offer would receive the sanction of a 
majority of the House, as he had named in it, 
asa candidate for Speaker, a gentleman not} }6 was blindfolded and left alone in a front 
entirely identified with any of the parties ar-| -59m below stairs till one or two o'clock, the 
rayed one against the other in this country, | »ost remaining in prayer in another room, some 
but who had stated that he claimed not to be-| (¢ them occasionally visiting him singly or 
long to that party, in the strict technical sense together, and beseeching him to give up the 
of the term, but acted with it because of a gen- 
eral coincidence and harmony of opinion; 4 | };, spirit was seriously injuring Mra. Wake 
man who had said that he was not in the cau- 
cus that nominated the gentleman from Iili- eral judgment would ensue; and that he had 
nois, that he had nothing to do with it, and 
that he refused to go into it, and that his sup- 
port of Mr. Richardson was not the result of | ¢, die, if necessary, Finally Sly, after consylt- 
any mere party feeling on his part, but because ing with Jackson, one of the party, got from the 
he kuew that the gentleman from Illinois was | ..jja; a stick of hazelwood, proven placed 
sound upon what he conceived to be the great | spore to be used in disenchanting } 


Mr. Lake, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, and upon its adoption de- 


Resolved, That the messagé of the President, 
with the accompanying documents, be received, ruling question of the day. 
Mr. Washburn, of Maine, moved that the res- 
olution be laid on the table, and it was decided 


There being loud demands for the call of the 
roll, the House proceeded to the eighty-fifth bal- 


He would 


No‘candidate having received a majority of 
the whole number of yotes given, there was con- 
My beloved | © uently no election. 

A arte . Millson, of Virginia, moved that the mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, com- 
municated to the House on the 31st of Decem- 


Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, was just as anxious | discoveries of a patty who have just een 
as any gentleman for an organization of the | to that station, after a successful expe —: ; 
House, He would propose, with a view to ac-| the frozep regions of the North, in a - 
commodation, and without having any person- | evidences of the place and manner of dea 
al preference, a gentleman whom he supposed | the great British explorers. ys ay 
had sufficient experience to preside over their Mr. Jenes Green Stewart, a chie at 
deliberations—a gentleman of undoubted integ- | that company, was the leader of that party, 
on the subject of which | and Mr. James Anderson his adjunct. 
eard, whose antecedents “Mr. Stewart, with a party cf fourteen man 
were Democratic, and therefore differed from | started from his post, the Carlton House, int 
his own, and yet who was clear of the difficul- | north latitude, on the 7th of Soorees ’ : 
ties which some had suggested. He moved to| and proceeded to Fort Chipewyan, at fy 
amend the amendment by striking out the name | of Lake Athabasca, in latitude = re ’ 
of Mr. Banks, and inserting that of Mr. Leiter, | which point they arrived on the 5th of Marc 


Dehate again sprung up, points of order were 
raised, and at last, ee motion of Mr. Mace of 
Indiana, the whole subject was laid on the ta- 


The eighty-sixth ballot was then had, and re- 


rity, who was true u 
so much had been 


213 
No election having been effected, at half past 
Worse, | three o’clock the House adjourned, 


r 4 
il not her ermit the use of his | unt} the 26 


rass the organization of the House. 


That the arnual report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury on the finances, with the 
h docaments communicated therewith, be printed, 

gee and ten ete the ee "> of the 

- . . game or vs use Se 
how long it might be sdaitional a be printed for 
2 ent, by the 
printer of the Senate for the Co ) at 
rates not exceeding those established by exist- 


nate, and 


Also, a resolution to the effectth at the veto 
of the President of the French spoliation bill 
had created a general and well-founded disap- 
ert dissatisfaction throughout the 
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fer followed the reading of the 

















; tion a proviso re- 








n of Mr. Nichois, of Ohio, the reso- 
7aid on oe oe % - 
nh was chen made that tie House ad- 
th vas negatived—ayes 78, coes 90. 
ath ballot was then had, with the 


of Massachusetts .. - 101 





































n, of Tilinois * 72 

, of Pennsylvania . 30 
mBington, of New Jersey - 6 
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Wing been no election, at a quarter 





wk, the House adjourned. 
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of much political matter of interest, and espe- 
President’s Message, our readers have preba- 


last number, of a portion of the usual sum- 


SUPERSTITIOVS HALLUCINATION AND 
MURDER. 


Our readers have been informed that. one 
Justus Matthews, a common, ignorant man, 
was murdered at New Haven, Connecticut, on 
Sunday night, December 23d. The history of 
this murder is one of the most remarkable nar- 


man, aged above seventy years, and her half- 


and vulgar persons, professing to be doctors of 
medicine, have lived in the same house to- 
gether for years, and seem to have been the 
leading members of a most absurdly fanatical 
religious community of about a dozen persons. 
Mrs. Wakeman was regarded, indeed, as the 
head of the society; being, as she alleges, a 
prophetess, and having once been for many 


murder by her husband, who died many years 
ago. Her direct commission from Heaven, 
atter her resurrection, to teach and convert 
the world, gave her great authority with the 
people; she exercised it by the most grotesque 
perversion of Scripture and the most blasphe- 
mous assumptions. Her house was the place 
of meeting for her disciples, among whom was 
the deceased, who, becoming remiss of late in 


this evil spirit is related by Sly, the following 
passage frcm whose confession affords a fair 


his sister, and indeed of their whole party: 
“Wakeman (the husband of Rhoda) had 


man, and it was transferred to Eben Gould. 
He died, and Amos Hunt took it. Hunt and 
his wife used to come to our house, and read 


seven little cakes; they were all poisoned, and 


was the second beast of Daniel. After his 


ee 
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that the men on boaad the Northern Light were 
persuaded to go to Nicaragua, to serve in the 
army of those now in the ascendant there ; sec- 
ings of the Government 


g the mea pri were 
ing i and 
Peery hog 
tion, and bearing the mark of the 
ernment. Other articles, known to have be- 
the expediticn, were obtained from 
ux, and ‘brought 
deposite with the 
bodies, however, were found, or traces of 
eport of the Esquimaux was, 
one man died on Montreal Island, and that the 
balance of the party wandered on the beach of 
ite, uutil, worn out by fa- 
they one by one laid them- 
ves down and died too. The 
ported, farther, that Indians far to 
them, who had seen the shi 
, and visited them, 
been crushed between the icebergs. 


party set out on 


-* ; fc 
mes, of Tennessee, desired to know if 


in preventing their d ( 
effective; ard, thirdly, that the ag prime 
seeming in the case is favorable to the Govern- 
finally, that no well-informed per- 
that the Slave. Power in this 
country, by which the present Administration 
is sustained, is determined to colonize Nicara- 
ple suited to their purposes; and 
not, in the end, appear that either 
our Government or the Transit Line (which is 
now also a great PoWer) are inimical to the 
success of the grand enterprise. 


the party for 
i Aten No 


son ean doubt t 





CALEB CUSHING IN 1839. 


Extract of a Letter to the People of Massachusetts, by 
Caleb Cushing, published in the Lowell (Mass.) Courieg 


relics found, the. 
ir return on the 9th.o 
last. They have come by the way of the 


River country, and have been absent in all 
about ten months.” 3 Y 


|. TE DISGOVRRY. amEP-nesoLURR. 


The American ship George Henry, Captain 
Buddington, arrived at N ow heated’ Bosiedd: 
cut, on the 20th ultimo, and was followed by 
the British exploring ship Resolute, which had 
been abandoned in the Arctic regions by Sir 
Edward Belcher and Captain Kellett, a couple 
of years ago. It appears that she was, when 
abandoned, fast locked in the ice for a distance 
around her, and could not have been less than 
one hundred and fifty miles from the nearest 
He thinks it was a natural im- 
possibility for them to extricate themselves for 
at least a twelvemonth, and even doubtful that 
they could have done it at all before their pro- 
visions should fail them; for though, when 
the Americans took possession of her, about 
eighteen months afterwards, she was well sup- 
plied, she had by no means enough on board 
to last a crew consisting of seventy-five souls 
that length of time. Her water tanks had burst 
by the intense frost, and the water was up to 
the lower deck. The whole crew were engaged 
fourteen hours a day, for three days, in getting 
her clear, when the immense masses of ice on 
one side gave her a list a-port, which they were 
a long time in relieving, so as to bring her to 
All these difficulties were at 
length surmounted, the officers and men of the 
George} Henry were divided, and both vessels 
commenced the task of working into open 


After reviewing the history. of Ather'on’s 
and the efforts to defeat it, he proceeds : 


waite for the abolition wy. el in the Di 

trict of Columbia, moved that the petitioners, 
agreeably to a request made by them, might be 
heard at the bar of the House by themselves or 
by counsel ; but the motion was ruled to be out 
of order, by reason of the fifth resolution. 

On the same day, being the first occasion of 
my presenting an Anti-Slavery petition after 
the adoption of the resolutions of the 12th, I 
protested that, in submitting to the application 
of that resolution to the petition, I yielded not 
to right, but to power, conceiving the resolution 
to be unconstitutional, and in itself purely null 
and void; and I moved to have my protest 
entered in the journal; but the Chair decided 
that the motion was not in order. 

Regarding the fifth resolution in a constitu- 
tional point of view only, it is indeed liable to 
the gravest objections. 

It is customary for the several State Legisla- 
tures to adopt resolutions and memorials to 
Congress on interesting subjects as they arise ; 
and such documents emanating from the sover- 
eign members of the Federal Union, have, until 
recently, been treated with the respect and con- 
sideration due to them in courtesy, and to 
which they are moreover constitutionally enti- 
tled. By the fifth resolution, all such documents, 
if they touch Slavery in any way, are to be 
unceremoniously and discourteously thrown 
upon the table, unheard and unconsidered. 

It is the imprescriptible right of the people 
to petition Congress; and there can be (con- 
stitutionally) no abridgement of this right. 
This resolution does not only abridge the right, 
but furthermore absolutely stifles and smothers 
the petitions themselves. It is frequently said, 
indeed, that Anti-Slavery petitions are to be 
refused a hearing, because they pray (it is al- 
leged) for things beyond the jurisdiction of 
This view of the question is an er- 
roneous one. The mere legislative jurisdiction 
of Congress, under the Constitution, is limited 
and specific; but Congress has authority, also, 
to propose amendments of the Constitution ; 
propositions of this kind are made in it con- 
tinually; and therefore things beyond the Con- 
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The Resolute is decided as one of the stanch- 
est ships ever built, as nearly ice-proof as any 
vessel ever fitted for the perilous navigation of 
the Polar seas, and ali her preparations for en- 
countering the incidents of the rugged region 
to which she was sent are represented to be as 
perfect as skill and experience and a liberal 
Government could make them. A large arma- 
ment of brass cannon and Minie rifies, in per- 
fect order, sufficient for any emergency, was 
found on board, as well as an immense amount 
everything else that could con- 
duce to the comfort of the crew, or contribute 
to the objects of the expedition, There was 
also a valuable and extensive librar 


stitutional foundation of the Gove:nment of the 
United States. 


Witbont enlarging further on these consider- 


ations, 1 proceed to remark on the four pre- 
d| liminary resolutions, in order to explain my 
own votes, 


The first resolution declares : 
“ That this Government is of limited pow 


and that, by the Constitution of the Uni 
States, Congress has no jurisdiction whatever 
over the institution of Slavery in the several 
States of the Confederacy.” 


I voted in the affirmative on this resolution ; 


understanding, however, that the words “institn- 
tion of Slavery” do not include the slave trade, 


upon which I think Congress has a right to 
legislate. But I hold the Government of the 
United States to be ona of limited powers; and 
I desire to apply the principle equally 5 and in 
the same way that Congress has no legislative 
jerisdic.ion over Slavery. within the States of 
the South, it has no legislative. jurisdiction 
over the liberty of the States of the North, and 
re t has no por<", by the ver ‘iple— 


ONE Object 6 sncceeding resolutiong to de ; 
beeause, by the positive limitations of the Con- 
stitution, tae freedom of thought and of speech, 
and the right of petition, are expressly saved 
from all diminution or abridgement. 

The second resolution runs as follows: 

“ Resolved, That petitions for the abolition 
of Slavery in the District of Columbia and the 
Territories of the United States, and against the 
removal of slaves from one State to another, are 
a part of a plan of operations set on foot to af- 
fect the institution of Slavery in the several 
States, and thus indirectly to destroy that in- 
stitution within their several limits,” 

I voted in the negative on this proposition, 
for these among other reasons. Many of the 
petitioners, I well knew, do not look at ulterior 
objects, beyond those which are within the 
jurisdiction of the Congress; not did I know of 
any others, who, having ulterior objects, con- 
template the accomplishment of them by unlaw- 
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Sul means. And in either alternative, when 


citizens of the United States petition Congress 
in a lawful way and for lawful objects, Congress 
has, in my opinion, no business to make inquisi- 
tion into their private motives, as a reason for 
refusing to consider the lawfa! prayer of their 
petitions. Their motives are a thing between 
them and their God. If Congress may, by the 
arbitrary fiat of a majority, establish one such 
standard, it may another; and may as well refuse 
petitioners a hearing because of their party 
opinions or their religious opinions, as because 
of their disapprobation of Slavery. When and 
where is such tyranny to stop? Conetitutional 
freedom is but a mockery and an idle name, if 
Congress may thus prescribe its own arbitrary 
rule for the exclusion of petitions because of 
the interior motives or abstract opinions of 
men, and get itself up as a court of conscience 
over the people of the Unitel States. 

By the third resolution it was 

“ Resolved, That Congress has no right to 
do that indirecly which it cannot do directly, 
and that the agitation of the subject of Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, or in the Ter- 
ritories, as @ means or with the view of dis- 
turbing or overthrowing that institution in the 














selected hooks; but we are sorry to 


stitution may be lawfully petitioned for, because 
suffered from the vicissitudes of the sea, 


through an amendment of the Constitution they | meaning of the Oonstitution, an infringement 

and that boat loads had to be thrown overboard | may be lawfully reached. Of course, the right | of the rights of the States affected, and a breach 
of petition cannot be limited by the fact of sub- | of the public faith on whi 

ject matter, as whether within the ordinary leg- | this Confederacy.” 

islative jurisdiction of Congress or not. 

Freedom of debate, the right to propose proper | ugainst it in all its parts. I deny the premises, 


ngs at some fitting time, is of the very es-| and I deny the conclusion. The id 
sence of deliberative assemblies, and is carefal. * ‘ Piwoke 


ly provided for in the Constitution. 








THE INTERCEPTED EXPEDITION TO NICA- 


The steamer Northern Light, of the Nicara- 
ua line, was seized at New York on Monday, 
ecember 24th, by the United States authori- | the arbitrary des 











death. the Power was scattered over the whole 
world.” Amos Hunt having “iaid the curtsé 
upon the throne of God,’ according to Sly, 
and having afterwards “brought it down upon 


a 
opinion 6f the disciples, that Matthews should 
be dispossessed of the evil spirit, evén by déath 
if other means should fail. Accordingly, Mat- 
thews went on Sunday night to Mrs. Wake- 
man’s, to have the demon exorcised. There 


man, and might kill her; whereupon, the gen- 


It was known that for weeks past’ he had blinded, with such force as to bring him to the 
steadily and unflinchingly given his suffrage 
for the distinguished gentleman from Peunsyl- | ) if. and afterwards stabbed him with a table- 
vania, [Mr, Fuller.] He had for days past, : 
however, seen and felt that it wag beyond his word. The body was shockingly mutilated. 
power, and the power of the small body of men ' 
with whom it had been his honor to act, to. car- 
ry out their wish, and put him in the Speaker’s 
chair. If he now withdrew his support from 
him, it was in no wise the result of any distrust 
as to his competency or his patriotism, but from 
the conviction that his party had not the ability 
to place ate where - 
now submit the follcwing resolution ; . : century. ; 
Resolved, That the Hon, William W. Boyce, | ‘2 ‘te nineteenth cently _ 
of South Carolina, be declared Speaker of this| pyE FATE OF SIR JOHN FRANKLIN AND 


Mr. Galloway, of Ohi 


floor. He then cut his throat with his pocket 


with the others! 

From the above account, condensed from 
the very voluminous testimony taken before 
the jury of inquest, the reader may learn the 
nature of this most extraordinary case, and will 
doubtless wonder that such things can he, and 


HIS MEN. 


0, moved to amend the aan ad : 
resolution “by striking out the name of Mr.| We are in daily expectation of —— mi- 
Boyce, and inserting that of Nathaniel P. Banks, | nute accounts from the Hudson Bay Compa- 


ny’s headquarters at Lachine, Canada, of the 


It had been determined to make the trip to the 


Mr. Leiter, of Ohio, repeated what he had| Arctic sea by water $0 far ag was practicable, 
said on a former pest ge under no cir-| and the arty therefore remained at this post 
cumstances would he 
ATE. name in connection wit 
The President of the Senate laid before the | I : 


of May, busily engaged in con- 


Ame i the office of Speaker. | structing boats and making other preparations 
t had been charged, because le had resolved for their dreary journey. At that > 
& few votes from time to time, that he was per- | party left Fort Chipewyan, and journey a 
haps operatifig in such a manner as to embar- | canoe on the Reace river, which connects Lake 
i He had| Athabasca with Slave Lake, some three hun- 
no aspirations for the position in connection | dred and fifty miles in & northwesterly dire pemmot 
with which he had been named, and he hoped | tion, till, on the 30th of May, they arrived at inger, who made his escape. 
his friend from Indiana, for whom he entertain- | Fort Resolution, which is situated on an island ’ 

ed the highest regard, would withdraw his nom- | jn Slave Lake, about latitude 61° north. 


“ At Fort Resolution, the party was join 


Mr, Dunn then withdrew the name of Mr.| by Mr. Anderson. Here another delay aa 
Leiter, and suggested that of Mr. Pennington, | made, for the purpose of reorganization, an 


making the Jast preparations before attempting 


Mr. Sage, of New York, moved to lay the| to penetrate the interminable frozen North. 
: pending amendments on the ta- These arrangemente completed, the pene start. | thet, al 
ble, which motion was decided in the affirma- | ed out on the 22d of June for the head o 


, Great 
Fish river, or, aq it is known en the map, 


of the roll, many members | Back river, in latitude about 64° north. Thence 
pbs, 4h gpa Odie they followed the course of the stream to the 
votes, and a warm debate took place between | Arctic ocean. . 
entiemen on the Democratic side of the| “Here they met with Esquimaux, who corrob- 
louse, as to the propriety of sustaining or op-| orated the reports of Dr. Rae, and directed th 
i t was contended by | them to Montreal Island, a short distance from 
several members, that tq sustain the resolution| the mouth of Back: rivet, as the spot where, 
would be tantamo’ i 
support of the p 


& withdrawal from the | according to their instructions, they were to 





































, tes autho ism of a majority, 
e of being engaged in violating | be established which constitate a 
by having on board soldiers | tecedent prohibition of motion or 
and munitions of war destined for Nicaragua. | is an end of the privilege itself. A: 

ed to escape whilst three United 
officers were on board of her to prevent 
t was overtaken by 
?| cutters, and carried back to the city. One who 
had witnessed her departure says that he saw 
some three hundred and fifty “ young and able- 
bodied ” men, huddled together u 
per deck, They were of all ages, from seven- 
teen to twenty-five years, the majority clad in 
the poorest manner, ragged and dirty, indulg- 
variety of language and in copious 
Certainly, for persons em- 
ting to a foreign State for the purpose of 
“| exercising industrial avocations, they were very 
poorly supplied, and badly selected. Between 
1 their friends on shore, a continual 
better be killed than allow this. There was| conversation and shouting was maintained, io 
some testimony that he expressed a willingness la 


stitutional injustice of such a prohibition be- 
comes the more flagrant, if its object be the 
security, by such extraordinary means, of some 
selected local or sectional interest. This may 
be illustrated by supposing that a majority of 
the House, having commercial or manufactur- 
ing partialities cy interests, should establish a 
atanding rule to preclude the mémbers in the 
minority from ever making any 
and.even forbidding the State i 
to present resolutiuns or memori 
in the remotesé indirect possibility affect com- 
merce or manufactures. Would nt the uncon- 
stitutionaiity and injustice of such q rale be 
manifest? Aud yet the fifth of the resolutions 
of the 72th of December is in principle essen- 
tially the same as the supposed case. 

It is liable to other important objections of 
principle and of expediency, 

Nothing could be more completely delusive 
than the resolution, so far as regards its pro- 
fessed object, the discountenance and preven- 
tion of Anti-Slavery agitation in the House or 


evil one. He was told from time to time that igra 


uage of 8 vague and mystical character, 
hen the Captain arrived with the Custom 
House clearance, the Marshal served upon him 
the process of the United States Circuit Court, 
atthews, | and ordered him not to leave the wharf. 
and struck him over the temple, as he sat) deciared that he knew nothihg of the matter; 
and Joseph L. White, Esq., Agent of the Tran- 
sit Company, said that the vessel could noj le 
- gally be detained by such a warrant, and should 
fork. Matthews groaned, but. did not utter | ssi) promptly at the hour appointed. 


As to the House, instead of having been de- 
livered from the subject by this resolution, the 
subject never before came up so constantly as 
it has done since the 12th of December. 
this might well have been expected. The minds 
of men are full of the subject; full of it asa 
question of principle ; full of it as a question 
now (it would seem) to he assumed by the Ad- 
party test; and from the 
fyllnegg of the heart the mouth speaks. Under 
these circumstances, debate, if dammed up in 
its natural channels must and does break forth 
every moment, irregularly, and yet irrepressibly ; 
and that, uot only among the members from 
the North, but also among those from the South, 
who feel and struggle in the very chains them- 
selves hac! contributed to, forge. © 

Much is gaid of the interruption of business 
by the discussion of this subject in the House; 
€ | and the resolution is put forward as aiding the 
despatch of business. The answer to which is, 
that this is business. Indeed, there can be 
nothing in the naixre of business moye im- 
portant than that which iz its industrial, finan- 
cial, and political relations is at the bottom of 
all the action of Congress. This, therefore, like 
other great interests of the country, must and 
will find its way into debate. 

Nor is agitation on the su 
out of the House to be arrested 
of extraordinary and unconditional means for 
its repression. Such measures, on the contrary, 
will of necessity increase agitation, so long as a 
spark of liherty lingers unextinguished in the 


: Subsequently, United States District Attor- 
Sly then went up staris, and engaged in prayer | ney McKeon read a despatch from the United 
States Attorney General’s office, stating that 
the President had authorized 
to detain any vessel on Mr. 
He was, however, insultingly defied by the 
the mob on the wharf, and h 
: imself, and the steamer dep 
even that such people can exist in Connecticut | pignk ghot from the revenue cutter soon at- 
tracted her attention, however; and a second, 
with round shot, taking effect in her rigging, 
caused her to stop, and to lower her flag. A 
second cutter then arrived, and with the two 
she retarned to the wharf. Mr. McKeon re- 
turned to his office after despatching the cut- 
ter, and found Mr. Horace F. Clark, counsel for 
ed | the Transit Company, who in y 
to | mount of bonds that would 
f| the steamer 


ministration for a 


The reply was, 
“No bonds could be taken until he (the Dis- 
trict Attorney) was satisfied that there was no 
illegality in the transaction, and not then with- 
out the sanction of the President.” 
Tuesday, Messrs. Cornelius Vanderhilt 
and Joseph L. White appeared before 
States Commissioner Morton, and gave security 
in the sum of $100,000 for the steamer “ North- 
ht,” whereuyon District Attorney Mc- 
ormally released the steamer from the 
h, | libel which he had filed the day previous. Cap- 
;| tain Tinkelpaugh and Mr. Fowler, the chief en- 
gineer, were held to bail, the former in $20,000 
and the latter in $10,000. W. 
were issued against Parker 
uted Nicaragua 


at | Keon 


ag 

It ig impossible that the ultimate moral effect 
of the resolutions shauld be beneficial to the 
slave interest of the South. Nothing could be 
more fatal to that interest, than to establish in 
the public mind conclusively the fact, that, in 
order to maintain pn ro at the South, ~ ia 

ecessary t an end to liberty eyorywhere ; 
These | that the people of the North gre to be uncon- 
stitutionally depri 


. Rrench, Pg 
4 ‘arnsworth Mr. dil- 


, charged with setting on foot a mili 
tion against the State of Nicaragua, wi! 
¢- | Which the United States are at peace 
s were all arrested, except | 
ngress curtailed 
r. White subsequently apologized to Mr. 
ed | McKeon, and professed to rejoice at what ha 
been done, stating the thete were on b 
jing at the time of the 
Bat the United 
thoug 280 
rivate oe ee far between Mr. Par- 
er H. French and Mr. Joseph L. White, by 
which the former agreed to pay $20 or $25 
head for each male passénger to Ni 
The “ Northern Light * 

ya about midnig 
without the men, an 


i tet 
\ : ~ controls, Bat unpronounced but 
es officers assert | rations of the Government. Once establish, I 
such a monstrous fact as this, and Slavery 

ped of every ¢isina it now has to 
ee jn suy part of the Union. 

these vain and 

to exclude Anti-Sla i 


make the attempt, o 
consciousness that discussion would 
their own defeat, and the triumph of the 


thoroughly Anti-Democrati 
‘ Aegree, Peston } are one of the 
engines 


parliamentary debate, is another. 
Democracy vine the voice of the 


under a stipulation from 


ceed with her to San 
of war are found on 


of those officers. Two Gov- 
accompanied her down the 
to prevent the embarkation of any mare 


peti 
The resolution is 


in all represent- 


| petitions of the people 
Tophatansve: in Co .| undeniably beyond the power of Congress. 





several States, is against the true -spirit and 


ch they entered into 


This resolution was divided, and I voted 


presented, in connection with what precedes, 


Yet if, by | taking as well the implications of the several 
rules may | resolutions as the direct assertions, are these : 


Congress has constitutional power to abolish 


ebate, there | Slavery in the District of Columbia, and the 
nd the uncon- | act would be in itself proper and right. ‘ 


And Congress has constitutional pow. 


prevent the removal of 
State, and the act would be én itself proper and 
right, 

But Congress has no right to do that indireét- 
ly which it cannot do directly. 

And if, in the exercise of a just constitutional 
power hy an act proper and right in itself, it 
sees that the act will have an incidental moral 
influence or indirect effect over some thing not 
within its direct power, then it must abstain 
from and refuse the performance of the act in - 
itself constitutional and proper to be performed, 
and refuse to agitate, discuss, and consider peti- 
tions concerning, or think upon, the subject- 
matter itself. 

But Con has no power to abolish Slave- 
ty within the several States. 
And the abolition of Slavery in the District 
of Columbia and of the slave trade between the 
States would by its incidental moral influence 
tend to “ disturb or overthrow the institution of 
Slavery” within the States, as everybody knows. 
Therefore, Congress has no right to discuss 
or consider any petition or proposition, toueh- 
ing or affecting Slavery in any way, though for 
a thing proper in itself, and within the constitu- 
tional power of Congress. 
Such is the process of reasoning comprised 
in the third resolution ; and I venture to say 
that never was a greater string of absurdities, 
a course of argument more inconceivably weak 
and sophistical, resolved and affirmed by a body 
of high-minded statesmen. Its gross fallacy is 
apparent, indeed, on the face of it; for it ends 
by nullifying and denying the powers which in 
the outset it grants and asserts ; that is to say, 
it assumes that a thing is, for the purpose and 
as the means of proving that it is not. And 
the absurdity will be still more manifest by ap- 
plying the doctrine to other eases, apart from 
the subject of Slavery, which, in the present 
case, has thrown its black shadow over the 
minds of 89 many intelligent, upright, and 
honorable men, and interposed between them 
to prevent a right conclusion. 
Congress has no right, it is said, to do that © 
indirectly which it cannet do directly ; and this 
is the cap-stone of the whole argument. Let 
us see haw this doctrine affects the granted and 
easentially necessary powers of Congress. 
Congress has no right to pass a Jaw expressly 
to deprive one of any private property ; but the 
passage of the sub-treasury bill wil! do this in- 
directly; therefore, Congress has no right to 
pass the sub-treasury bil, 
Gr, Congress has no right to pass & jaw ex- 
presely transferring the business of New York to 
Charleston; but the exaction of specie in pay- 
ment of duties wil! (it is argeed by one of the 
friends of the measure) tend to do this indirect- 
therefore, Congresa has no right to require the 
oe of bro gped in specie, , 

ongress no right to pass a law 
taking away the life of any ahaa: fae oa 
operationg will inevitably destroy life; there- 
fore, Congress has no right to declare war, raise 
and support armies, or provide and maintain 


@ DaYy. 
has no power to pass a law expressly 
to make me a rich man ; but a duty of fifty per 
cent ad. valorem on foreign cottons or sugars 
will have the same effect indirectly ; and there- 
fore Congress has no power to lay and collect 
4 tax, as duties, imposts, and excise. 
These examples might be multiplied te in- 
finity. In fact, you may take up the Constita- 
tion of the United ee. and bgt y te is not & 
ingle one of the granted powers of Congress, 
iv deordiee of which will not effect indirectly 
some result which Congress cannot censtitn- 
tionally reach by a direc: act. And you may 
open the statue book of the United States, and 
compare she laws enacted with the parlimenta- 
ry debates corresponding to them, and there is 
not @ single important debated law, the enact. 
ment of which may not be found to bave beea 
aavocated hy considerations of incidental good 
to result, or subject to objections of incidental 
injury to result, in particulars not within the 
direct jurisdiction of Congress. ‘That is to say, 
not only does Congress every day ately pe 
acts which accomplish indirectly that which it 
has no power to do directly, but the familiar 
and daily arguments in support of or opposition 
to the ordinary acts of oem the motives 
of the acta, ire in multiplied instances things 
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members of this Confederacy, and that Con- 
gress, in the exercise of its ackuowledged pow- 
ers, has no right to discriminate between the 
institutions of One portion of the States or an- 
other, with a view of abolishing the one or 
promoting the other.” 

T voted in the ailirmative on both 


-his resolution. In doing this, however, I acted not stay,and this will also deter others from 
with reference to what I conceive to be the coming in the spring. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


main scope and general spirit of the Constitn- | 
tion, not unmindfal of the fact that it involves | 
some inequalities, the frait of compromise and | 
mutual conciliation among the founders of the 
Government; among which inequalities, the 
greatest of all isthe concession nominally to 
all the States, but in fact to only a part, of a 
basis of representation in Congress, obtained 
“by adding to the whole number of free per- 
sons, three fifths of all other persons.” But I 
adopt the resolution as in the substance and 
spirit true; and I add that, admitting its truth, 
instead of justifying the object of the fifth res- 
olution, it does the reverse ; for, by that resolu- 
tion, Congress does “discriminate between the 
insticutions of one portion of the States and 
anvther, with a view of abolishing one and pro- 
moting the other,” becanse it in effect “ abol- 
ishes” the right of petition at the North, for the 
purpose of “ promoting” Slavery at the South. 
Having thus commented on this act of the 
House of Representatives in its several parts, I 
have only to add, in conclusion, that, in attempt- 
ting to show its injustice and unconstitution- 
ality, I have confined myself as far as possible 
to the precise merits of the question, in order 
that the case may stand upon its proper bottom ; 
that I have not, therefore, entered into those 
ulterior questions which the act of the House 
was designed to smother; but I am persuaded 
that those ulterior questions must of necessit 
ere long be considered, discussed, and settled. 
I think it is for the interest as well of the South 
as of the Northy not to shrink any more from 
e@ su since, dangerous and exciting as it 
may ber tnvthe ah ta step ether dhages, it ie 
the part alike of : and of sense to look 
the thing directly in the face, and meet it 
frankly and manfully. I believe that such a 
course in the present instance will best promote 
the peace and safety of the Union; and I 
venture to predict that this will be the prevail- 
ing sentiment of the Congress which shall next 
assembie. 
However this may be, I shall have discharged 
& part of my own duty in this contingency, by 
exhibiting the present facts to the people of the 
State whose Representative I am. 
Cates Cusntine. 


KANSAS. 
OPINION OF A PIONEER ABOUT KANSAS. 


One of the actors in the late conflict in Kan- 
saz, a pioneer in that Territory, writes to us— 


“Some, I see, are sanguine, and imagine all 
difficulties ended. I do not. Slavery has got 
its greedy eye upon Kansas, and, mark my 
word! no trivial circumstance will divert her 
attention from it. Two months ago, Slavery 
resolved to kill or drive all Free State men out 
of Kansas. The murder of Dow was but the 
commencement. At present, thank God and 
Sharp’s rifles, its creatures have backed down; 
but they will again rally, and one desperate 
and, I fear, bloody effort, will be made to wrest 
Kanses from the Free State men. Only two 
things can save us: the first and best, would be 
for atoms to examine our Constitution, and, 
under the urgency of the case, pass by any 
little informality they may think in the way, 
and admit us as a State. This, and this alone, 
would settle the whole matter, restore peace in 
the country, and quiet in Kansas. Should this 
fail, war will ensue, unless the North rallies, 
and sends, as she can, at least five thousand 
free’ settlers into Kansas— men above re- 
proach—armed with Sharp’s rifles and Colt’s 
revolvers. With such a demonstration, Mis- 
sourians would stay at home, and Kansas be 
in peace. But, dear Doctor, I confess I fear 
the future in Kansas. 

“T see it is said by letter-writers, that ‘neither 
Reeder nor Whitfield will get their seat—one 
for the want of form—the other, of right; that 
both will be returned, and a new election or- 
dered.’ I beg of you to warn our friends, if 
we have any, against such a step. Coulda new 
election be had, a consecutive residence of six 
months made necessary as a qualification of a 
voter, and a regiment of troops be stationed at 
every poll to protect the settlers, it might all 
be well-enough, especially if the acts of the 
recent Legislatare could be declared null and 











is let stand, will be, dumb. It has reced 
almost its former position. This 
editor, I fear, will only encourage the 
very party. It never advocated more thi 
Kansas act or Douglas bill, but that is now too 
‘much, The game for the winter appears to be 
of this—make it so hot that Free State men can- 





Conrrisutions must still lie over. 


commence this week the publication of a De- 
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Notices or New Booxs anv Lirerary 





Derence or THE German TuRnEeRS.—We 


fence of the German Turners, from the pen of 
a German Republican. 





peas AcxnowLepoments, — Not for many 
years have our friends shown more zeal in ex- 
tending the circulation of the Hra. They seem 
to appreciate its special importance at this 
crisis. Many of our friends, who left us last 
year on account of our position in relatio. to 
Know Nothingism, are returning, and now say 
that we are right. 

We hope our subscribers everywhere will use 
every effort conveniently within their power to 
send us new names. 

Mes. Sovruworrn’s Story.—We have on 
hand the first chapters of Mrs. Southworth’s 
Story, but hold them back so that new subscri- 
bers, who are coming in, may have the pleas- 
ure of having it complete. 





“How does Illinois mone with you? 
It is difficult to get Eastern balls.” - 
Subscriber. 
Of course, we prefer Eastern bills, where 
they can be had; bat where they cannot be 
had, send us good Western notes, especially of 
the State Banks. 





“They think you can afford a paper at Wash- 
ington as cheaply as it can be afforded at Al- 
bany or New York.”— Subscriber. 

We should be glad, were it true—but, at one 
dollar a year, the Era would not pay for itself. 
Printing in Washington is higher than in any 
other place in the United States. We pay for 
type-setting in the Mra literally twice as much 
as is paid generally outside of Washington. 
The Intelligencer and Union, containing less 
niatter than the New York Tribune, at $6 a 
year, ¢ost $10 a year; and no Daily can be 
established or sustained here, unless aided in 
some way or other by Government printing. 





Erection nv Nesraska.—We have received 
a well-written communication concerning the 
election in Nebraska, in reply to the statement 
lately published in the Era. We regret that it 
is crowded out this week—bnt it shall appear 
in our next number. 


A Lerrer rrom Boston will appear next 
week, 
CALEB CUSHING ON SLAVERY, PRO-SLAVERY 


AGITATION AND SUPPRESSION OF AGITA- 
TION, LN 1839. 





It is surmised that the elaborate exposition, 
in the President’s Message, of the relations of 
the States to one another, the vindication of 
the claims of Slavery, the denunciation of the 
free States for their agitation of the subject, 
the demand for its suppression, &c., are spe- 
cially due to the counsels of Caleb Cushing, 
if not his own handiwork. Taking the whole 
as his creed in the beginning of the year 1856, 
let us see what creed he held and what position 
he occupied in the beginning of the year 1839. 

Mr. Cushing was a member of the House, 
which on the 12th of December, 1838, enacted 





void @t the same time. But to do all, or even 
a part of this, we must not only have the House 
with us, but the hearty concurrence of the Sen- 
ate, President, and Secretary of War, which, 
certainly at present, we cannot hope for. That 
Reeder is entitled to his seat, we, in- Kansas, 
have not a doubt; but if he cannot receive it, 
for Heaven’s sake, do not refer the matter back 
to Kansas, unless you wish to drench our beau- 
tiful Territory in blood. Let them go; and, as 
I said before, pass a bill at once in the House, 
admitting Kansas as a State. If the Senate 
concur, and the President approve, all right; 
it settles the whole matter. But, if either or 
both refuse, let them take their own course; 
and then I would have the House stand firm, 
agree to nothing else, except, for instance, to 
pass a bill through the House declaring the re- 
cent Legislature and their inhuman laws ille- 
gal, and vote not a cent of appropriations to 
carry on that Territorial Government, thus 
placing us upon an equality with the Propa- 
ganda, and we will hold our own in Kansas 
until the people can be heard, and another fall 
decide the matter. 
“Tn the mean time, let every man, both North 
and South, who loves Freedom and hates op- 
ression, and wishes to better his condition, 
asten to Kansas. The great war between 
Slavery and Freedom is now being fought 
there. Before even another year, one party or 
the other will be victorious; and all honor to 
him who. voluntarily takes part in the contest. 
“Yours, for Freedom everywhere, 
“S$. N. W.” 


‘WHY DOES NOT THE PRESIDENT INTERFERE? 


Leavenwortn Ciry, K. T., 
December 17, 1855. 
To the Editor of the National Era: 


Better to secure this a safe conveyance to 
you, I send it in this shape and address. I was 
one of your subscribers for six or seven years ; 
and as I wish, with many that are here, that 
our true position should be known, I thought I 
could not do better than inform you that you 
may use your influence with members of Con- 
gress to afford us instant aid in some shape or 
other. We are now wholly at the mercy of 
Missouri; not a day of safety can any of the 
Free State men count on. The Register, 
though far from being Abolition, is a doomed 
press ; likely before you receive this, the work 
will be done. Only a fortunate circumstance 
saved it on Saturday last, as the Missourians 
could not cross the river, after riding many 
miles, from the interior of the State, to accom- 
plish their designs. Other private property, 
the writer’s amongst the number, is marked for 
destruction ; and within two and a half miles is 
a fort, containing two thousand troops, yet, not 
one can be obtained to succor us, our wives 
and children, from murder and pollution. Oh, 
Americans! no country in this world can be in 
@ worse condition than is Kansas at this time. 
Cut off from communication by water, as no 
boats are running now, we cannot get aid; and 
they have chosen this winter to crash out the 
Free State men, if possible. This place, with 
the exception of the Phillips outrage, has been 
free from their malice; but since their defeat 
before Lawrence, they contemplate a descent 


on us. The Pro-Slavery party in this countr 





ourselves easily against them. But what ooots 
it, if we have to fight the State of Missour'7 


b d th i i 
are @ contemptible minority; we" could de‘end the Sane Tre anne AO hee oe ae 


Atherton’s gag. Mr. Cushing wae outraged 
and alarmed at that attempt to suppess agita- 
tion, to proseribe the free States for their Anti- 
Slavery action, to “crash out” the spirit of 
Freedom—so alarmed, indeed, that he address- 
ed along letter to the people of Massachusetts, 
concerning it, which was printed in the Lowell 
(Mass.) Courier, and then copied in the Aboli- 
tion papers, with glowing praises. He arrayed 
himself on the side of the free States and 
against the slave States, and stood up for the 
institutions of Freedom against what he de- 
nounced as the assaults of Slavery—and insist- 
ed upon the whole ground of opinion now 
maintained by the Republican Party, and now 
condemned by him as at war with the Union. 
We hope every man, North and South, will 
read the part of his letter copied on our first 
page. Caleb Cushing, the Anti-Slavery advo- 
cate, answers Caleb Cushing, the Pro-Slavery 
advocate. 


——@o———— 


CENTRAL AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 


A Southern journal wishes to have the Cen- 
tral American difficulty got before the People, 
so as to give them something beside Slavery 
and Kansas, to think of and talk about. Per- 
haps the President is of the same way of think- 
ing. 

There will be time enough to discuss that 
foreign matter, when the President shall have 
protected Kansas against Missouri filibuster- 
ism. 

Meantime, for one, we hold that the true 
policy of this Government is, first, to establish 
a fundamental law that there shall be no Sla- 
very in any Federal Territory, now in posses- 
ston, or hereafter to be acquired ; secondly, that 
it will bind itself by no treaty or compact with 
any foreign Power, not to colonize any part of 
this Continent, or in any way set limits to its 
empire. 

The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, we regard, in it- 
self, as one blunder, and in its explanatory 
note, by which it excepted British Honduras 
and the Mosquito Protectorate from its opera- 
tion, as another blunder. More of this hereafter, 





8 All persons interested in cultivating the 
soil are referred to the advertisement of that 
old standard agricultural periodical, the Amer- 
tcrn Agriculturist. 
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THE STORM—STATE OF THE ROADS. 


Salem, N. J., Jan. 7.—The snow here is a 
foot deep. The weather is cold. This 
mane the mercury was four degrees below 


Petersburg, Va., Jan, 7.—The road between 
here and Washington, and even further South, 
is blocked up with snow. Two trains are. de- 
tained between Aquia Creek and .Fredericks- 


ere, 


The snow is six inches deep at Raleig i hpand 
drifted badly. ithe tolagpach treinaannee 





Now, what we want here is martii¢ JJ-+: 
which would throw us under the provection of 
the Fort. This would keep us clear of the sav. 
ages the other side of the river. Then let Con- 


gress vay @ year, ifit choose. — 

Now, will you do your best for us? It is’ 
what we want—and I know I speak the minds 
of the majority of our people, If this is not 


done, I see plainly that women and babes 
Sow will bowithcns shai from winter blasts 








f protection from I 


low Raleigh, va Hier: inher A 
Cincinnati, Jan. 7.—It has been snowing 
here. The roads are unob- 


heavily all day 
_suzacted, so far. 

Chicago, Jan. 7.—It is very coldyhere.. The 
roads are unobstructed oy 

Cairo, Il., Jan. 7.—The first 1 
mail under the new contract arrived . 
day. It was six days on the route.. The new 
ee of the Mound City Branch of the 







































\ The pressure on our columns lest week, in- 
terrupted a full report of the proceadings of the 
Senate, on the 30th ult., on the occasion of the 
presentation of the President’s Message. The 
Senate received it without objection, although 
the House of Representatives was unorganized. 
Some surprise was manifested, as the act of the 
President under the circumstances was without 
precedent, but no remark was made which in- 
dicated, on the part of the Senators, any opin- 
ion concerning its 
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After it had been read, Mr. Clayton address- 
ed the Senate on the portion of the Message 
relating to Central American Affairs, sustaining 
the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, and the action of 
the Preside xt in insisting on its rigid interpre- 
tation and enforcement, and declaring for him- 
self that if the Treaty were to be given up, he 
was prepared to take his stand on the Monroe 
doctrine. 
Messrs. Cass, Seward, and Weller, followed 

on the same side, all concurring in the opinion 

that the course of the English Government had 

been unfair and oppressive, and that Central 

America should be protected at all hazards 

against schemes of colonization and domination 

on her part. 

Mr. Weller was at special pains to assure 

the world that in our controversies with foreign 

Powers, we would present an undivided front, 

that the voice of domestic discord would be 
hushed ; but, in the next breath, he praised 
the President for the noble stand he had taken 
against domestic fanaticism, and characterized 
a large portion of American citizens as enemies 
to the rights of the States and to the Union. 
A very proper person to talk of concord and 
union ! 

Mr. Seward said : 

“T agree with the Senator who last address- 
ed the Senate, [Mr. Weller,] that this is an oc- 
casion upon which the voice of difference ought 
not to be heard, unless for very grave reasons, 
either in the Senate, or in the other House of 
Congress, or in the country. I shall therefore 
show my appreciation of the importance of 
this question, and of the importance of having 
a harmonious and a united action of the Amer- 
ican people in support of their rights, by a 
waiving of all notice of any other topics dis- 
cussed in the message, and saying what seems 
to be necessary, in order to enable the Senate 
of the United States to know how far one so 
humble as myself, who was here at the time 
when the Clayton and Bulwer Treaty was made, 
and was concerned in it, is prepared to stand 
by the Government of the United States in the 
position which it now takes.” 


We shall not undertake to arraign the policy 
of Mr. Seward, in waiving all notice of other 
topics in the Message. He has his own sys- 
tem of action, and obeys his own convictions. 
What is proper for him, may not be proper for 
others. N-~ do we underrate the importance 
of unanimity in the maintenance of our just 
claims against Foreign Powers. But, the ma- 
jority of the American People, we are sure, 
will regret that the right position of the Presi- 
dent on a question of foreign policy, was 
suffered even for a moment to divert atten- 
tion from his flagrantly wrong position on a 
question of domestic policy, of far more practi- 
cal and pressing importance. We shall stand 
by our country against a foreign foe, but we 
stand by all parts of our country against a do- 
mestic foe, more dangerous to our peace and 
safety than any foreign potentate can ever be- 
come. While commending the President for 
simply doing his duty in defending our interests 
in Central America, why suffer his libellous and 
insolent attacks on the free States of this Con- 
federacy to pass without comment? In near- 
ly one haif of his Message, he stands forth, 
the advocate of the Slaveholding Oligarchy, 
the reckless defamer of States containing more 
than two-thirds of the population, wealth, en- 
terprise, and learning of the country; the con- 
temner of the original policy of the framers 
of the Constitution; attempting to vindicate an 
act of gross injustice and fraud, on which the 
majority of the American People have fasten- 
ed the brand of reprobation, and which, within 
the short space of twelve months, has dwarfed 
the adherents of his Administration in the 
House of Representatives, from a triumphant, 
overbearing majority, to a meager, although 
impudent minority of less than one-third—and 
yet, under a fiourish of trumpets about English: 
aggression and oppression, this creature of the 
Slave Power, this chieftain of the Slavery 
Propaganda, is permitted to escape all rebuke 
for his bold, wicked calumnies. 

That Message ought not to have gone out to 
the People, without being marked, reprobate 
and accursed. The President of the United 
States, who undertakes to assail the character 
and free institutions of one-half of the Confeder- 
acy, ought to be held at once to a rigid ac- 
count, and the People thus attacked should 
find defenders quick as lightning to confront 
and denounce their traducer. 

We hear it said that this part of the Message 
was not penned by the President himself—that 
it is the offspring of his constitutional ad- 
viser, Caleb Cushing. Very likely: its sophis- 
try, its calumnious character, its pettifogging, 
its recklessness of truth, its undisguised hostil- 
ity to the non-slaveholding Staies, all point to 
aman whose base philosophy has conducted 
him to the conclusion that the men who work 
should be subject to the men who make others 
work for them—that to Massachusetts belongs 
the duty of submission, to South Carolina the 
right divine to rule. But, admit that he made 
this plea for the Slaveholding Oligarchy, or at 
least furnished the heads of the great argu- 
ment, still it is the President who stands be- 
fore the world as its responsible author. 

What Caleb Cushing thought on the subject 
discussed, fifteen years ago, the reader will 
learn by reading an Anti-Slavery message he 
sent to his constituents in Massachusetts, in 
1839, a portion of which we transfer to our first 
page. We doubt whether there is anything, 
on any important question, ever said by that 
gentleman, which he has not at one time or an- 
other attempted to refute, or would not contro- 
vert, if he should find it. convenient. But, 
enough of him. 

The President commences his plea for the 
Slaveholding#’ Oligarchy, with a commonplace 
dissertation on the theory of the Government— 
a tortuous paraphrase of the plain constitution- 
al provision—“ the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibit- 
ed by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people.” All we have to 
say of this part of the message is, that the text 
js much clearer than the sermon. 
«He first drags in his “Negro-ology,” as Mr. 
Benton would style it, in the paragraph where, 
‘stating the result of the war of independence, 
he says— 
“The political result was the foundation of 
a Federal Republic of free white men of the 
‘Colonies, constituted, as they were, in distinct, 
and reciprocally independent, State Govern- 
“ments. As for the subject races, whether In- 
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Sreemen—our Anti-Sl~very fathers, and not 


The word white is not found in that instrument, 
which is disfigur:d by no. word indicating pro- 
scription or discrimination on account of race, 
The “‘ free inhabitants of each of these States, 
paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice, 
alone excepted, shall be entitled to all privi- 
leges and immunities of free citizens in the 
several States.” So runs Article fourth of the 
Compact. An effort was made by South Caro- 
lina siaveholders to amend, by adding the word 
“white’’—which would have harmonized the 
Compact with the Pierce and Cuehing idea— 
but it was voted lown. So,the “political result” 
was, the foundation of a Federal Republic of 


negro-jobbing politicians, being the judges. 
There is no more truth in the rest of the par- 
agraph. Thomas Jefferson, whose sepulchre 
his degenerate disciples build, while they tram- 
ple on his doctrines, inserted in the original 
draft of the Declaration of Independence an 
emphatic denunciation of the slave trade, (the 
abolition of which at that time was universally 
believed to involve as a consequence the ex- 
tinction of Slavery,) and a charge against the 
King of having prostituted his negative to the 
defeat of all legislative attempts to prohibit or 
restrain “ that execrable traffic;” and the ma- 
jority of the “wise and brave statesmen” in 
Congress were in favor of it, but agreed to 
waive it, for the purpose of securing the more 
cordial co-operation of Georgia and South Car- 
olina in the life-and-death struggle then pend- 
ing. When to this fact we add, that “the wise 
and brave statesmen of that day,” so far from 
favoring the policy of continuing the “subject” 
races in bondage, universally condemned it, 
took the lead in social movements for mitiga- 
ting and abolishing it, became, many of them, 
members, in some instances, Presidents of Ab- 
olition Associatiuns; and, in the Federal Con- 
stitution which they subsequently formed, care- 
fully guarded against the recognition ‘of Slave- 
ry by name, as an opprobrium to Christendom, 
avowed their purpose to exclude from the doc- 
ument any word which could imply a sanction 
to the claim that man can hold man as proper- 
ty; refrained from any provision which, in their 
judgment, could operate in favor of the contin- 
uance of Slavery; proceeded on the assumption 
that the system was a transient evil, the re- 
moval of which would be brought about by nat- 
ural causes and State action; and went so far 
as to incorporate a provision investing Congress 
with the power to prohibit the importation of 
slaves into the country in 1808—a power, we 
repeat, believed to involve in its exercise the 
abolition of Slavery—we know, that Franklin 
Pierce and Caleb Cushing, reprobate New Eag- 
landers, in imputing to the men of the Revolu- 
tion an indifference to the bondage and oppres- 
sion of the “ subject races,” or an intention to 
perpetuate them, insult their memories, and 
libel the institutions they founded. 

Men who can slander the illustrious dead, 
will not be slow to assail the reputation of the 
living. In the harangues against Liberty, hith- 
erto issued from the White House, invective 
has been directed against classes of citizens: to 
the President who now occupies it belongs the 
unenviable distinction of having levelled his 
denunciations against Sovereign States. He 
stands, the reckless defamer of one half the 
States of the Union, for the sake of securing 
the countenance and support of the other half. 
“Tt has been matter of painful regret,” he 
says, “to see States, conspicuous for their ser- 
vices in founding this Republic, and equally 
sharing its advantages, disregard thetr constt- 
tutional obligations to tt. Although conscious 
of their inability to heal admitted and palpa- 
ble social evils of their own, and which are com- 
pletely within their jurisdiction, they engage in 
the offensive and hopeless undertaking of re- 
Sorming the domestic institutions af other States 
wholly beyond their control and authority. In 
the vain pursuit of ends, by them entirely wnat- 
tainable, and which they may not legally at- 
tempt to compass, they il the very existence 
of the Constitution, anc all the countless bene- 
Jits which it has conferred. While the people 
of the Southern States confine their attention 
to their own affairs, not presuming officiously 
to intermeddle with the social institutions of the 
Northern States, too many of the inhabitants 
of the latter are permanently organized in as- 
sociations to inflict injury on the for er, by 
wrongful acts, which would be cause of war as 
between foreign Powers, and only fail to be 
such in our system, because perpetrated under 
cover of the Union.” 

It is charged upon the free States, that they 
“disregard their constitutional obligations to 
the Republic,” and that they are engaged “in 
the offensive and hopeless undertaking of re- 
forming the domestic institutions of other 
States, wholly beyond their control and author- 
ity.’ And this gross libel is solemnly uttered 
in an official document, by a President of the 
United States ! 

Must we stretch charity so far as to suppose 
that he believes what he says? What free 
State has disregarded “ its constitutional obli- 
gations to this Republic?” What great inter- 
est of the Republic, what constitutional obli- 
gation, has any free State warred upon? Take 
Negro Slavery, which, in the judgment of the 
President, seems to be the paramount interest 
of the Republic, and the corner-stone of the 
Constitution : what free State has violated any 
constitutional provision in relation to it? It 
is false that the free States have undertaken 
in any case to reform the Slavery of the South, 
or meddle with it in any way. Again and 
again have they declared, by word and act, 
that they have nothing to do with it, as @ sys- 
tem existing under State authority. Franklin 
Pierce and his Attorney General cannot point 
to word or deed, on the part of a free State, 
to give countenance to their vile libel. What 
individuals have done is one thing ; what States 
have done, is quite another. A few citizens 
in the North denounce’ the American Union, 
and seek its overthrow: a few citizens in the 
North regard the Federal Constitution as vest- 
ing power in Congress, or the Judiciary, to put 
an end to Slavery in the States, and deem its 
exercise vital to the preservation of the Union. 
But the opinions of these classes have been 
adopted by no States, nor by any large parties. 
We say it not by way of praise or blame, 
but to show the falseness of this Presiden- 
tial accusation—that no free State has ever 
proposed to abate or reform Slavery in the 
States—to deprive the South of its three-fifths 
slave represenation—to release itself from 
whatever obligation may be imposed by the 
provision in regard to fugitives from service or 
labor, or fugitives from justice, or to repudiate 
any provision of the Constitution. We appeal 


this declaration. 
Bat the compliment to the slaveholding States 





| tbtr'6f the President be trae, the proof must 
ee Fe that wuthi : ec or 


Sad there's so naa 


such proof there, 


to the records of every State for the truth of 


stifling the voice of Northern Representatives 
and Northern constituencies; at the same time, 
demanded laws from the tree States, making 
the discussion of Slavery within their limits a 
penal offence ; offered rewards for citizens of 
the free States, prominent for their opposition 
to Slavery; and undertook to subject the United 
States mail to a detestable censorship! Since 
then, they have been constantly insisting upon 
their right to carry their slaves with them into 
the free States, passing through them, sojourn- 
ing in them, or using their ports for purpe.ws 
of shipment—thus attempting to violate the 
free institutions of those States. This is not 
all; they have passed an infamous act for the 
recapture of fugitive slaves, which in its opera- 
tion involves the denial of the habeas corpus 
and jury trial—vital institutions ia the free 
States—and now impudently denounce these 
States, in the language of the President, as 
disregarding their 2onstitutional obligations to 
the Republic, because, falling back on their re- 
served State rights, some of them have made 
laws to remedy the mischiefs and perils grow- 
ing out of that infamous act. All the while, 
this same Oligarchy, ruling through the Execu- 
tive Power, administered by Franklin Pierce 
and his predecessors, has been using the re- 
sources of the Union, the larger portion of 
which is drawn from the free States, to foster 
and propagate a sectional institution abhorrent 
to their feelings and repugnant to their inter- 
ests, and which has no claim upon them, except 
to exemption from interference where confined 
within State jurisdiction. 

And yet these quiet, harmless People, we 
are assured by this Presidential creature of 
their will, are famous for minding their own 
business, and p-rmitting other people to mind 
theirs! 

The President then proceeds to argue the 
whole case for them, attempting to show that 
they have never committed an aggression, 
never manifested any sectional feeling, always 
have acted exclusively for national purposes— 
that the Ordinance of 1787 was an extraordi- 
nary concession by them—that it was not in- 
tended to be a precedent—that it was set 
aside by the Constitution—that the Missouri 
Compromise was against their will, and a vio- 
lation of the Constitution—that the Compro- 
prises of 1850 established the true doctrine, 
which was, the abrogation of all restriction on 
Slavery, leaving it at liberty to go where it 
might within Federal Territory—that the Ne- 
braska bill was but the logical consequence of 
those Compromises—and that the principle of 
it is the high ground on which the friends of 
the Constitution may rally for a triumphant 
struggle | 

We have not time or sps~e for further com- 
ment. The mere presentatiin of the points 
of his argument is enough. The whole ques- 
tion was submitted to the People, and every 
free State but one pronounced against him, re- 
turning to the House of Representatives a 
large majority, pledged to announce their ver- 
dict of guilty against Franklin Pierce and his 
associates. His special pleading at this late 
day will not save him, or induce them to re- 
verse their decision. 

Ras The Speech of Mr. Hale was delivered 
after the first part of this article was written. 





STATE LEGISLATURES. 


Maine.—The Maine Legislature assembled 
at Augusta on the 2d ult. The Administration 
men and Straight-out Whigs united, and elect- 
ed all the officers of both Houses. President 
of the Senate, L. M. Morrill, (Administration ;) 


Speaker of the House, Josiah Little, (Straight- 
out Whig;) Clerk, D:. Dunn, (Administration.) 
By the same fusion, Judge Wells (Administra- 
tion) was chosen Governor, by 88 votes in the 
House, and 21 in the Senate. Straight-out 
Whiggery has done a large business in Maine 
The Governor elect was immediately inaugu- 
rated, after which he sent in a message, in 
which he acquiesces in the Nebraska bill, takes 
strong ground against the prohibitory law, rec- 
ommends a license system, condemns the alien 
and naturalization laws, and the personal lib- 
erty bill. The balance refers to local matters. 
Mary.Lanp.—The Legislature convened on 


President of the Senate; Chapman Howard, 


House; and T. H. Kent, Clerk. 
New Yorx.—The Legislature met January 


ballot the result was— 


Pendergast (Republican) 34 
Odell (Know Nothing) - 42 
Bailey (Hard) - - 26 
Hoyle (Soft) 7 
Robinson (Soft) - 3 
Scott (Soft) — 3 


The Softs intimated a willingness to unite 
with the Hards on the basis of the Caucus reso- 
lutions passed by the Party at Washington, but 
the overture was rejected rather contemptu- 
ously. There have been rumors of a coalition 
between the Hards and Know Nothings, and 
also of some arrangement between the Repub- 
licans and Softs. Thus far, there has heen no 
choice. 

Massacuuserts.—The Legislature met Jan- 
uary 2d. The Senate elected E. C. Baker, 
President; P. L. Cox, Clerk; the House caose 
C. A. Phelps, Speaker. The Governor, in his 
message, recommends that the period of natu- 
ralization be protracted to twenty-one years; 
exults over the fact that one or two hundred 
paupers have been “sent back” within the 
year, saving a heap of money to the State ; 
asks the Legislature to do what it thinks best 
about the Prohibitory Liquor Law; and ear- 
nestly recommends the repeal of the Personal 


Massachusetts against the perils and oppres- 
sion of the Fugitive Slave Act. He thinks its 


Massachusetts—that its enforcement will ‘tend 
‘to a conflict with the Federal Government— 


the People of the State that Slavery be exclu- 
ded from territories where, by solemn _ovenaut, 
it had been prohibited. 

Pewrnsytvania LectsLature.—The Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature duly organized at Harrisburg 
January 2d. Wm... Pratt and Richardson L. 
Wight were elected Speakers of the Senate and 
House, respectively. 

Governor Pollock’s message was delivered 
to the Legislature the next day. He makes 








the 2d ult., when George Wells was elected 
Secretary; W. H. Travers, Speaker of the 
Ist. In the Senate, the Republicans, after a 
few trials, elected their officers, having seven- 
teen of the thirty-two members. In the House, 
there are four parties, Republicans, Know 


Nothings, Hards, and Softs. Each selected 
its own candidate for Speaker, and on the first 


Liber’ 7 Law, intended to secure the People of 


passage has lessened the moral influence of 


that its repeal will give force to the demand of 


Virginia Lecistatore.— Hon. Henry A. 
Wise took the oath of office at Richmond, Jan- 
uary 2d, as Governor of Virginia. He ai-er- 
wards sent a communication to the Legislature, 
informing them of the fact, and that he was 

ready to engage in official duties. He was 
waited on by officers of the military companies, 
whom he addressed, in reply to Colonel August. 
, He alao received members of the Legislature, 
_and several citizens, at the Mansion, where he 
subsequently partook of a magnificent banquet. 





For the National Era. 


THE NEW EXODUS." 


By fire and cloud, across the desert sand, 
And through the parted waves, 
From their long bondage, with ano 

God led the Hebrew slaves ! 





éiched hand, 


Dead as the letter of the Pentateuch, 
As Egypv’s statutes cold, 

In the adytum of the sacred book 
Now stands that marvel old. 


“Lo, God is great!” the simple Moslem says. 
We seek the ancient date, 

Turn the dry seroll, and make that living phrase 
A dead one: “God was great!” 


And, like the Coptic monks by Mousa’s wells, 
We dream of wonders past, 

Vague as the tales the wandering Arab tells, 
Each drowsier than the last. 


O fools and blind! Above the Pyramids 
Stretches once more that hand, 

And tranced Egypt, from her stony lids, 
Flings back her vell of sand. 


And morning-smitten Memnon, singing, wakes, 
And, listening by his Nile, 

O’er Ammon’s graye and awful visage breaks 
A sweet and human smile. 


Not, as before, with hail and fire, and call 
Of death for midnight graves, 

But in the stillness of the noonday, fall 
The fetters of the slaves, 


No longer through the Red Sea, as of old, 
The bondmen walk dry shod; ‘ 
Through human hearts, by love of Him controlled, 
Runs now that path of God! 
J. G. W. 


| * One of the latest and most interesting items of Eastern 
news is the statement that Slavery has been formally and 
totally abolished in Egypt. 








THE STATE OF THINGS IN THE HOUSE. 





Congress has been in session more than 
, five weeks, and no Speaker has yet been cho- 
gen. The House is divided into three Parties— 
, the Administration, the National Know Noth- 
‘ing, and the Republican, We use the teria, 
_ “Republican,” to designate that class of mem- 
bers who, putting aside all other issues, unite 
in accepting the issue forced upon them by the 
"Administration and Slavery —the Nebraska 
Bill and the Pro-Slavery policy embodied in, 
and implied by it. Questions concerning the 
_ Tariff, Public Lands, Naturalization Laws, &c., 
are subordinated with them to the paramount 
| Question—shall the organization of the House 
_ be for or against, the Nebraska bill, its princi- 
' ple and policy? The Republicans say, against, 
and therefore vote for Mr. Banks, who stands 
‘as the exponent of that issue alone. The Ad- 
, ministration men and National Know Nothings 
| Say, jor, and therefore the former select Mr. 
Richardson, who introduced and carried through 
the bill, as its candidate, and the National 
Know Nothings select Mr. Fuller, who has 
| pledged himself to abide by the bill and all ex- 
isting acts in relation to Slavery. 
But, there is an intermediate group of mem- 
bers, elected as Anti-Nebraska men, who will 
not vote for any of these candidates. 





not voting with the body of Anti-Slavery men. 
The others have assigned no reason to the 
House; but, one of them, Mr. Moore of Ohio, 
in a letter to the weekly Portsmouth Tribune, 
of January 2d, gives us a clue to what we sup- 
pose is the real difficulty. After referring to 
the struggle in the House, he says the majority 
of the Anti-Nebraska men adhere to Mr. Banks, 
pertinaciously, with a view to ulterior objects. 
He then proceeds: 

“T have not time now to state fully the ulte- 


of Mr. Banks. It is enough, however, for me 
ceive, 
openly avowed, because ‘he would not give up 


my position on that question, It was well un- 


Nebraska men, and co-operate with them in 
every instance in which that issue is involved ; 
but when I am told that the very object to be 
accomplished by a particular measure, is ‘to 
ignore Americanism,’ I am not in, even if they 
should call the measure itself Anti-Nebraskaism. 
I do not believe that there is any occasion to do 
anything of the kind, in order to prevent the 
Northern view of the Kansas issue. And when 
I say Americanism, I do not mean American- 
ism as defined by Southern gentlemen, but as 
it is understood and known in Ohio. You will 
hear a great deal said about the firmness of the 
Banks men. But what is the truth? We know 
that there are at least forty men voting for Banks, 
who have been entra: into it by the wily 
management of those who are here to ‘fix up’ 
this thing, who arc kept in the traces by the 
lash that ia so freely applied; and the only dif- 
ference between them and us is, that we will 
not be ‘whipped’ in. There are several other 
considerations preventing me from voting for 
Banks, but I defer them for the present. I do 
not believe he can be elected Speaker, but that 
we will organize is certain, and that too by the 
election of an Anti-Nebraska Speaker. 
“QO, F. Moors.” 

This is plain enough. Mr. Moore is not will- 
ing to organize the House on an Anti-Nebras- 
ka basis—but, he is determined to organize it 
on an “ American” and an Anti-Nebraska 
basis. his is the secret of the struggle. Why 
keep back longer what is in the mind of every 
member ? 

Mr. Moore and his associates, hoping that a 
regard for “ Native Americanism,” as the para- 
mount question, may finally detach the forty 
members who, he says, have been entrapped 
into voting for Banks, from the ranks of his sup- 
porters, continue to scatter their votes. We do 
not believe there are forty such men—we know 
that no member has been entrapped into the 
support of Mr. Banks—gentlemen voting for 
him will repel such an imputation with indig- 
nation—but, the country ought to know that 
there are a few members among his ostensible 
supporters, who aré constantly talking about 
the imposibility of electing him, so as to en- 
courage the scattering voters and the Adminis- 





If they 
; would support Mr. Banks, he would be elected. 
They refuse; and their refusal prevents an 

election of Speaker on the majority principle. 
What are their reasons? Mr. Dunn says that 
Massachusetts has had enough distinction in 
national affairs! For the life of us, we can find 
Secretary, W. G. Clark, (Straight-out Whig.) | no other reason assigned by this gentleman for 


rior objects to be accomplished by the election 


to say now, that the daily object is, as I con- 
e utter swallowing up of the American 
party. Campbell was defeated, as it is now 


his Americanism.’ My constituents understand 


derstood when I was elected, and on account of 
that position I received thousands of votes which 
I otherwise would not have received. How can 
I then, with fidelity and honor, so soon forget 
those who sent me here, and repudiate the very 

rinciple upon which so many voted for me. I 
Rave been willing all the time to meet the Anti- 


. van nln 








Anti-Nebraska movement. 


ry-propagating sentiment. This is the judg 


can. 


tion? That is not the question. 


be subordinate till that be settled.” 
There can be no doubt on this point. 


nominated Julius Rockwell, after 


unite under the convenient name, Republican 
resolved— 


unity of opinion elsewhere.” 


this is his position now. 


are agreed, and also upon the question of Amer- 
icanism, where we are not agreed! They do 
not ask him to surrender Native Americanism, 
or take a position of antagonism to it—but he 
demands that they shall endorse Native Amer- 


Americanism as well as Anti-Nebraskaism. 


they be Know Nothings or Anti-Know Noth- 
ings. The dificulty which the House has 
been trying to settle is precisely the difficulty 


November. Many cf us can stand on the one 
issue—Prohibition of Slavery in all Federal 


Territory, and redemption of the Federal Gov- 
ernment from Slaveholding Wule—but we can- 


Otherwise, we cannot. 


Presidential election ? 


the People in this struggle. These care noth- 
ing for Mr. Banks personally, but they see 


the will of the non-slaveholding voters of the 
country—that the contest is between him and 
the Slave Interest—and that his defeat will be 
the defeat of the Anti-Nebraska movement, 
and another humiliation of the free States. 


expect defeat o1. every question relating to Sla- 
very that shall come before the House. 


‘votes, or, while voting for Mr. Banks, are en- 


real nature of the struggle, and the vast im- 
portance of its consequences. Let them de- 


between Freedom and Slavery, between the 


and the Slave Power; and he, who from per- 
sonal considerations, or a blind devotion to 
Know Nothingism, or an enxiety to promote 
other interests, prevents the decision of the 
struggle in favor of Liberty, assumes a fearful 
responsibility. 

A word now in relation to the censure which 
the National Intelligencer has seen fit to inflict 
upon the House. It blames all parties in it in- 
discriminately and without reason. Why does 
it not tell its readers that five times have the 
Banks men proposed to the House to elect a 
Speaker by a plurality vote, which, if agreed 
to, would insure the organization of the House 
in twenty minutes, although they could not be 
certain of the election of their candidate; and 
that five times have the other parties of the 
House combined to reject the proposition ? 
Before God and the country they stand acquit- 


the House; and the Intelligencer, in ignoring 


gross injustice to the friends of Mr. Banks. 





Sanpwicu, Mass., Dec., 1855. 
To the Editor of the National Era: 
In a letter to the Era, some months ago, I 








of the Native American movement is, that in 
most cases, it was subordinate to the great 


In the present House of Representatives, the 
offspring of the revolution referred to, the great 
issue made is, this very Nebraska Question. 
The Administration Party makes it para- 
mount—the National Know Nothings general- 
ly; by their own declaration, stand with them 
upon it. Now, what should every. Anti-Ne- 
braska representative do? Meet them on this 
paramount question, so that the free sentiment 
of the country may confront directly the Slave- 


ment of nearly all the Anti-Nebraska members, 
and hence their selection of Mr. Banks, What 
is his position? He is known to have been 
a Democrat—and is known to be a Republi- 
But, what Republican cares now for his 
cpinion about a Tariff? That is not the ques- 
tion. He is known to have been s member of 
the American Order—he is now a Republican. 
Who cares about his opinion on naturaliza- 


He stands as the exponent of the only prac- 
tical Question before the American People 
recogniséd as of paramount importance, by the 
People of all sections—th2 question, shall Sla- 
very or Freedom govern the Union? He stands 
as the exponent of that question alone—and no 
man, in voting for him, concedes any princi- 
ple, any opinion; his vote ‘simply says, “ that 
question is paramount—all others are and must 


The 
Massachusetts Republican QGoayention, which 
r defining the 
Slavery Question as the only one for which the 
People of the Commonwealth had agreed to 


“That we require no conformity of opinion 
on other subjects of National or State policy. 
No man surrendering or qualifying his opinions 
on those sub;ects, we all recognise the duty of 
making the question of Freedom paramount. 
To secure unity of action here, we attempt no 


Mr. Banks took his place on this platform— 
Why cannot Mr. 
Moore with his associates vote for him? He 
demands that the candidate be not only an 
Anti-Nebraska man, but a member of the 
American Order; and he asks all the Anti- 
Nebraska members, whether members of that 
Order or opposed to it, to vote for such a can- 
didate! That is, he would make two issues, on 
one of which the Anti-Nebraska members are 
radically divided, instead of one, on which they 
are united. He demands that the Anti-Nebras- 
ka members, opposed to the American Order, 
shall support it, as well as the Anti-Nebraska 
movement, They do not ask him and his asso- 
ciates to endorse anything but the Anti-Ne- 
braska movement—ke insists that they endorse 
Native Americanism. They say to him, unite 
with us on this, which you admit is the para- 
mount question: he replies, no; you must unite 
with us on this paramount question, where we 


icanism, in violation of their conscientious con- 
victions, by voting for a candidate representing 


We are willing to submit the controversy to 
the American People, we care not whether 


which they must settle between this and next 


not stand upon that issue combined with Know 
Nothingism. If the liberal men of what is 
called the “American Party,” will put it aside 
for the time ‘being, and stand shoulder to 
shoulder with those who are not members, 
and those who are opposed to it, on that single 
issue, we can carry the country for Freedom. 
Will the friends of 
Freedom in Congress consider this matter, and 
by their firm, clear, wise decision, set an ex- 
ample to the country, for its action inthe next 


Surely, certain Representatives of Anti-Sla- 
very constituencies underrate the interest of 


that he is put forward as the representative of 


Let the men who now support him surrender 
their ground, aud they become from that mo- 
ment irretrievably disorganized, and we may 


Sure- 
ly, the gentlemen who are scattering their 


couraging the opposition to him, overlook the 


ceive themselves as they please, it is a contest 


representatives of the non-slaveholding voters 


ted from all blame, for the non-organization of 


the fact that we have just stated, is guilty of 


alluded to a work by the late Margaret Fuller 


whose names are a guarantee that it will be 
brought forth in the best style of the book. 
maker’s art. Truly, yours, J. G. F. 


LAST WEEK IN CONGRESS. 





vote ordering it to be printed. 


Administrations, which had been to bully and 
back out before Great Britain, to cut off on 
our Northern frontier, and add on at the South— 
and commented in severe and eloquent terms 
upon the Pro-Slavery portion of the Message. 
We shall print the speech next week. 


In the House, the business of balloting for 
Speaker has gone on with no ehange in the re- 
lations of parties, interrapted occasionally by 
suggestions and discussion. An attempt was 
made at one time to bring about a union of the 
Administration and National Know Nothing 
votes on Mr. Boyce, of South Carolina, by a 
proposition from Mr. Walker, (K. N.,) of Ala- 
bama, to choose Mr. B., Speaker. An amend- 
ment to substitute the name of Banks, and an- 
other to substitute that of Pennington for that 
of Banks, were moved. At first, the Adminis- 
tration men were disposed to sustain the move- 
ment, voting against the motion to-lay the 
proposition and amendments on the table. 
Had this motion failed, the probability is that 
enough of the two Pro-Slavery factions would 
have voted with the friends of Pennington, to 
substitute him for Banks, and then, trusting to 
the disorganization and discord produced in 
the ranks of the supporters of Banks, they 
would have united to vote down Pennington, 
and elect Boyce. 

It was a pretty manceuvre, but it failed. 
M-. Orr, of South Carolina, holding back until 
all the members had voted, rose to say, that, 
having examined the vote, he found that eight 
members of the American Party had voted to 
lay the subject on the table. This showed that 
their votes could not be calculated upon for 
Mr. Boyce, and he should therefore vote to lay 
on the table. Forthwith, the Administration 
men took the hint, and changed their votes, 
more rapidly than the Clerk could write, from 
no to aye—so that the proposition was laid 
upon the table. 

It will be observed, by examining the record, 
that the Banks men stood firm up to Saturday, 
and that Messrs. Dann, Haven, Harris, Scott, 
Moore, and. Edwards, continued to vote for 
Pennington. 

Friday, Mr. Dunn appealed quite eloquently 
to the one hundred and five supporters of Mr. 
Banks, to give him up, and permit Mr. Dunn 


? 


them. He proceeded on the assumption that 
the supporters of that gentleman were actuated 
by personal considerations, and his remarks 
were calculated to arouse a jealous feeling of 
Massachusetts, as if her represenattives were 
determined to monopwlize everything. 

We need hardly say that there is not a man 
in the: House who supposes that the votes 
thrown fot Mr. Banks are given from personal 
considerations—who does not know that his sup- 
porters act from principle and a settled policy— 
that the Massachusetts representatives have no 
more to do with his nomination and continued 
support, than the Anti-Nebraska representa- 
tives of other States—that né’ene voting for 
him thinks or cares about,the claims of Massa- 
chusetts, or any other State, Among the firm- 
est friends of Mr. Banks, stand the Western 
men, who, in this balloting, involving a direct 
struggle between Liberty and Slavery for the 
organization of the House, emulate their East- 
ern friends in ignoring all sectional considera- 
tions. How strange that Mr. Dull, erected as 
an Anti-Nebraska man, pledged by his election 
to secure, if possible, the wganization of the 
House to the friends of Liberty, should at such 
@ crisis put forth an appeal calculated to arouse 
jealousy between the East and the West! 


He was handsomely and powerfully answered 
by Mr. Knowlton, of Maine, and Mr. Howard, 
of Michigan. 

Mr. Galloway, of Ohio, during the proceed- 
ings last Thursday, made his first speech in the 
House. It was in reply to the charge of Sec- 
tionalism, so constantly brought against the 
Republicans. It was short, pertiaent, and ef- 
fective, fully vindicating the Nationality of him- 
self and friends. 

The same day, Mr. Giddings, in reply to a 
miserable charge, oft-repeated, that he had in 
his place counselled the slaves to rise and 
butcher their masters, triumphantly acquitted 
himself. His few remarks we print in full. 
We should have thought Mr. Orr too high- 
minded a man to give countenance to such an 
imputation. 

Saturday, a discussion sprang up on Know 
Nothingism, Mr. Broom, of Pennsylvania, re- 
marking that it had become manifest that no 
organization of the House could be effected ex- 
cept on the “ American ” basis. He earnestly 
invited all who had been elected on the “ Amer- 
ican” principle, but who had beon disloyal to 
it in the House, to meet their responsibilities 
as “Americans.” This drew out Mr, Stephens, 
of Georgia, who denounced the proscription of 
the Know Nothings, especially their war on 
Catholics. Mr. Eustis, of Louisiana, (K. N.,) 
agreed with Mr. Stephens in opposition to reli- 
gious proscription, and announced that in Lou- 
isiana the Order had repudiated the anti-Cath- 
olic test. 

Monday, after a few unsuccessful ballotings 
the discussion was renewed on Know Nothing- 
ism, especially on the anti-Catholic portion of 
its creed. Mr, Smith, of Alabama, (K. N.,) 

sustained it, and denounced the Catholics gen- 
erally, while Mr. Walker, of Alabama, Messrs. 
Taylor and Eustis, of Louisiana, (all K. N.’s;) 
denounced all progeription on account of reli- 
gion, and vindicated the Oatholics. The dis- 
cussion elicited no fact, except that the Order 
is divided on a fundamental part of its creed; 
but it served to show that the House of Rep- 
resentatives is better qualified to diseuss politi- 
cal than religious questions. Ignorance, bold 
assumption, and shallow sophistry, eharacter- 
ixed the debate. * 

Four ballotings took place, and it will be ob- 
served that some of the supporters of Mr. Banks 
fell off. This need not surprise the People. 
There are some voting for him desi 
see him defeated, but the great body of . 
Nebraska men will remain steadfast, Mean- 
time, we give the vote on the ninety-fifth and 
the ninety-eighth call of the roll. 
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‘SATURDAY, DEC. 29. 

Namerous balloting. ok place in the House 
Saturday, the 29th. Several members were 
absent, some of the Banks men having paired 
off with the Richardson or Fuller men, This 
is to be regretted, as it impairs the moral infla- 
ence of the vote. Besides, if there must be 
pairing off, let one Banks man pair off with 
one of each of the faction. 

We give the first and last vote taken on the 
29th : 

‘Dhe"House proceeded to vote the seventy- 
seventh time for Speaker, with the following 


result: Whole number of votes cast, 209; ne- 
cessary to a choice, 105; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received : 101 
William A. Richardson : - 68 
Henry M. Fuller -- + - 32 
Alexander ©. M. Pennington — - 3 
Benjamin Polieiter - - 4 1 
James L. Orr - - : : 1 
John Williams - : - : 1 
‘Thomas R. Whitney - - - 1 
William O. Goode - - : 1 


So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail : 

For Mr. Banks.—Messrs. Albright, Allison, 
Ball, Barbour, Henry Benuett, Benson, Billing- 
hurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Bren- 
ton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Camr- 
bell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, eng Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
tov, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Marray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Par- 
ker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, 
Sabin, Sage, p, Simmons, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson.—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, 
Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry S. Bennett, 
Bocoék, Bowie, Boyce, Brooks, Cadwalader, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson W. R. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Da- 
vidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustrs Hall, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Her- 
bert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Joues, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Samuel S. Marshal), Maxwell, McMullen, Mc- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wins- 
low, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller.—Messrs. Broom, John P. 
Campbell, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter 
Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison 
Harris, Haven, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Mill- 
ward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 
Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli- 
coffer. 

For Mr. Pennington.— Messrs. Harrison, 
Moore, and Scott. ‘ 

For Mr. Leiter.—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Orr.—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Williams.—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney.—Mr. Henry M. Faller. 

For Mr. Goode,—Mr. Richardson. 

The House proceeded to vote the eighty- 
fourth time for Speaker, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 203; ne- 
cessary to a choice, 102; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received 98 
William A.. Richardson ° ‘ 66 
Henry M. Fuller os LS 29 
Alexander ©. M, Pennington - 6 
James L. Orr - - - - 1 
John Williams : : - 1 
' Thomas R. Whitney - -~ - 1 
Paulus Powell - ae } 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 
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For the National Era. 
DEFENCE OF THE GERMANS. 


To the Editors of the New York Tribune : 
Geyttrwen: In the name of Republican 
Justice, Equality, and Li , | claim, as a na- 
tive German, although since 1836 a naturalized 
American citizen, the right of answering, and 
of trying to refute, your severe and rather 
sweeping judgment of the German Turners in 
particular, and of the Germans in general, 
who form a great and respectable portion 
of the population of this country. Such a 
judgment you pronounce in your article head 
ed, ‘‘ German Friends of Slavery,” published by 
the New York Tribune of November 23, 1855. 
Your virtuous ‘anger, excited by an anxious 
zeal inst Slavery, would be just, and not 
misapplied or untimely, if it were founded on 
facts, and if such-facts were backed, or even 
only countenanced, by the German Turners’ 
Confederacy through its public organ, Die Turn- 
Zeitung, or by the Ger-uans in general, through 
any other public German paper in the United 
States; which is not the case, or else you would 
probably have taken the advantage to mention 
it; but you refer only to one single fact—a pub- 
lic declaration of a few German Turners at 
Charleston, in favor of Slavery, who form, per- 
haps, the very smallest association, among 
eighty-eight associations of German Turners, 
whose number is six thousand in the United 
States, thus averaging sixty-eight members in 
each association. The public organ of the 
whole Confederacy of German Turners, Die 
Turn-Zeitung, has denounced and absolutely 
condemned what the little “insignificant” Turn- 
ers’ association of Charleston has done, and for 
which neither the German Turners in particu- 
lar, nor the Germans in the United States gen- 
erally, are responsible. The said association 
of Charleston has seceded from the Turners’ 
Confederacy simultaneously with its public 
declaration in favor of Slavery; but in conse- 
quence of that secession, there is no more 
“dissolution” of the great German Turners’ 
Confederacy effected, than there was a dissolu- 
tion of the great American Union produced by 
little Carolina’s “ Nullification,” twenty years 
ago. 
Before proving the correctness of my testi- 
mony, in defence of the German Turners, by 
quotations from their organ, Die Turn-Zeitung, 
1 will quote the following principal sentences, 
forming about one half of the vhole article in 
question. 

FRAGMENTS 
From the New York Tribune of November 23, 1855. 


‘‘German Friends of Slavery.” 


“The pestilential breath of Slavery destroys 
the soundest social constitutions which it tonch- 
es. Of this, new evidence is furnished by the 
dissolution of the Turners, an organization of 
gymnasts, extending its ramifications among 
the youthful and energetic part of the German 
population throughout all sections of the Uni- 
ted States. It seems that it has been divided, 
and is henceforth to exist, if at all, in two dis- 
tinct bodies. Of course, where the poisonous 
growth is greatest, there the corrosive infection 
operates most potently. It is therefore “the 
branch of the Turners’ Association in South 
Carolina which has sounded the trumpet of 
dissolution and secession from their more lib- 
eral brethren of the North. The reasons for 
the steps are absolutely Pro-Slavery.” 

“These bottle-holders of the negro-lashing 
chivalry intend to organize a separate associa- 
tion of Southern Turners. Go on! Hasten 
in this road of infamy, Germans, who have not 
yet rubbed off from your necks and souls the 
marks of bodily and mental chains received 
from European tyrants.” 

“We may yet hear of agility and strength, 
acquired by the Turners’ gymnastic exercises, 
as employed in the work of slave-catchers in 
rivalry with the blooc..ounds in Texas and Ar- 
kansas.” 

“We never desire forcigners to interfere in the 
slightest degree with our domestic questions. 
But when they come to settle among us, when 
their lungs begin to be elated by the pure air 
of liberty, when they take root in our soil, we 
consider them as ourselves, as members of the 
same family, and expect them to honor the 
same principles for which some of them suf- 
fered in their original homes, and which all of 
them hoped to enjoy on reaching this country. 
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Your representatives in either House of Con- 
ress must speak with bated breath and hum- 

countenance in presence of the representa- 
tives of the a lest justice be de- 


nied to your old when they claim their 
pensions, or to your laborers when they claim 
the ance of their contracts with the 


Government. The President of the United 
States is reduced to the position of a deputy of 
the privileged class, emptying the treasury, and 
marshalling battalions and ships of war to dra- 
oon you into the execution of the Fugitive 
lave Law.”—Hon. Wm. H. Seward’s Speech 
at Albany, N. Y., on the 12th October, 1855. 


FRAGMENTS 
Translated from the German weekly Turn-Zeitung, or- 
an of the German Turners’ Confederacy (Turner- 
wnd) of North sey tee since 1851, at Phil- 
adelpbia, and since the ef November, 1855, at Cin- 
cinnati, edited by Messrs. W. Rapp and G. Becker, 


HEINZEN ON TURNERY. 


The Turners’ Confederacy has a special or- 
gan, Die Turn-Zeitung, which shall be written 
in the sense of “ Radical Progress.’’ Now, what 
is meant by writing “in the sense of Radical 
Progress?” What is meant by this, particular- 
ly with reference to American politics, in which 
the Turn-Zeitung shall not take a part? A 
German radical paper in America has a double 
task: first, to defend and to propagate the ac- 
quired truths in the dominion of radical thought 
and investigation; then, to support in the 
American practice such endeavors which, al- 
though not reaching yet the radical truth, run, 
nevertheless, in the direction of the same; fur- 
ther, to struggle against excrtions which are 
intended to cross or to close that direction. 
The Turners have recommended to the edit- 
ors of their organ the defence of radical pro- 
gress, but directed them not to take a part in 
American politics. At any rate, however, if 
the Turners did not know, as yet, what party 
they should support, they had no need deliber- 
ating much, against which they should strug- 
gle. They could or must, therefore, bind and 
engage the editors of their organ, at any rate, 
to struggle against every party that served re- 
action, and especially Slavery, or which did 
not oppose Slavery. The struggle against the 
sla ing Democracy must be one of the 
principal tasks of the Turn-Zeituny, and the 
Jirst article in the programme of the Turners’ 
Confederacy. 
We will admit that such a position, at least 
@ negatively decided one, was hitherto avoided, 
for the purpose of putting no difficulty to the 
organization and extension of the Turners’ Con- 
federacy. But now, since that organization has 
succeeded, after the Confederacy has acquired 
the strength of six thousand members, such 
consideration can be no more restrictive. Now 
is the time, at length, to show, before the world, 
that these 6,000 Turners do no longer content 
themselves with tho honor of jumping, beer 
drinking, and arranging processions, &¢.— 
Turn-Zeitung, Phil., Sept. 13, 1855. 
From W. Rapp’s Speech at the General Festival of the 
Turners, held at Cincinnati, in September, 1855. 
To the United States belongs the high glory 
of having, at least partly, realized before all 
other nations those inalienable Rights of Men 
which were at first proclaimed by the revolu- 
tionary philosopher of Geneva; but, alas! they 
have not progressed on the path which they 
had so happily entered eighty years ago: they 
have gone estray upon the crooked by-ways of 
transaction and corruption; and it is now the 
question above all to fix again the sublime aim 
which Jefferson has presented to them: Equal 
Rights of all Men, inalienable Rights of ald 
Men, to Life, Liberty, and Happiness. That 
the North American Turners’ Confederacy 
ought not to fail in the great struggle between 
Right and Wrong, that they must form the 
youthful Guard of Liberty among the German 
Americans, needs no argument. 
Up! on! There is no time for dreaming, 
Advance with hardy steps! 
For Right and Wrong are struggling, 
And every one must fight. 
An open susceptibility of all that is good and 
beautiful, a hardy energy for self-defence and 
that of others against a | violence, and above 
all a faithful and devoted attachment to the 
high principles of the Revolution, they will help 
us over the |} tterness and confusions of these 
times, to the victory of Right and Liberty. 
“Victory is certain, if we only resolve at last 
that we will conquer! ”—Turn-Zeitung, Phil- 
adelphia, September 20, 1855. 
THE RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE TURNERS’ CON- 
FEDERACY. 
The Convention, held last week at Buffalo, 
has given a plain answer to all requisitions. 
The instructions which most of the delegates 
had received from their respective associations, 
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co ion to postmasters and clerks of of- 
fice, and partly to the increase of expenditures 
for transportation, owing to the great extension 
of railroad service. mee ) ee Sea ja 
partment to show e rates fixed by 
the act of 3d March, 1851, will not enable the 
Department to sustain itself by its own re- 
sources. 

Another cause of this excess of expenditure 
is attributed to the letters and documente car- 
ried free of charge for members of Con: and 
others, and to the immense amount of: printed 
matter conveyed at low rates. The expenditure 
of the ent for 1856 is estimeted at 
ponies and ~ nes ee for + 
same year $9,010,873, leaving a deficiency 
$1,188,151 to be provided for. 

Reference is again made to the fact that the 
Collins line of steamers receives from Govern- 
ment $58,000 for twenty-six trips, while the 
British Government paid the Cunard line 
$866,700, for fifty-two trips, which, in the opin- 
ion of the Postmaster General, is amply suffi- 
cient. Measures have been recently taken to 
lay before the Mexican Government p’ Is 
on the subject of a Postal Convention. The re- 
port alludes at some length to the last report of 
the Postmaster General of Great Britain, and 
concludes by deprecating the denunciations of 
the Department for mistakes, carelessness, or 
negiect, instead of advising it of the wrong 
committed, and leaving it to apply the remedy. 


Treasury Report. 
The report of the Hon. James Guthrie, Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, favors the admission, 
duty free, of wool as a raw material, together 
with chemical dye-stuffs, but no interference 
with the article of iron. The Eastern manufac- 
turers, it is said, will be satisfied with this. 
The tables on foreign trade show that the 
increase of dutiable goods imported during the 
year ending June 30, 1855, over the year end- 
ing June 30, 1845, is $126,185,900; do. of free 
goods, $18,352,926; decrease of specie and bul- 
lion, $411,430; showing a total increase o! 
$144,028,395 in favor of 1855. The increase 
last year over 1850 is given thus: Dutiable 
goods, $65,746,688; of free goods, $18,348,934 ; 
decrease of specie and bullion, $968,980—total 
increase, $83,144,642. 
The foreign imports at all the ports of the 
United States (including of course California 
and Oregon) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1855, were $261,382,960, against $305,780,253 
for the preceding year, showing a decline of 
$44,397,293. The total exports from the United 
States to foreign ports for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1855, were $275,156,846, against 
$278,241,064 for the preceding year, showing 
a decline of only $3,084,218, It will be seen 
from this, that while for the year 1854 the im- 
ports exceeded the exports $27,539,189, for the 
last year the exports exceeded the imports 
$13,773,886. 
The tables further show an increase, during 
the last year, of $10,102,864 in the imports of 
free goods, but a falling off of $51,253,807 in 
dutiable merchandise, and $3,246,250 in specie. 
Of the total exports of specie for the last year, 
$53,857,418 were of domestic production, and 
$2,289,925 of foreign. The shipments of do- 
mestic produce, exclusive of specie, were 
$22,406,369 less than for the preceding year, 
while there is an increase of $1,497,231 in the 
exports of foreign produce, and $12,565,510 in 
the exports of specie. 

Report of the Secretary of War. 
Secretary Davis, in his report, laments, as a 
growing evil, that applications for the discharge 
of minors are so frequent ; the infants who are 
released subject the Government to a serious 
bill of expense. The Secretary recommends 
that the contract should be made binding in ey- 
ery case where deception has been employed, 
— a modification of the existing law is called 
or. 

The troops retain the same general distribu- 
tion; four additional regiments have been or- 
ganized. The cavalry companies which were 
sent against the Sioux have gone into winter 
quarters at Fort Leavenworth, and will be in 
position for operations in the spring. The 6th 
infantry checks the Indians on the Oregon 
route. 
All intercourse with the Florida Seminoles 
has been strictly prohibited. Efforts are in pro- 
gress for their removal from the Florida coun- 
try. The troops have explored the region, have 
opened roads, and have arrived at sources of 
accurate information respecting the territory 
now in possession of the Indians, so that future 
operations will be greatly facilitated. The pro- 
priety of levying volunteer reinforcements in the 
Pacific department, for the purpose of chasti- 
sing the savages on that coast, is a question which 
the Secretary declines to decide, preferring to 
leave it to the military commander in the de- 
artment. The gallantry of the troops in the 
ndian campaigns of the year is spoken of in 
terms of high praise; but the unusual extent of 
operations has caused large expenditures, which 
have exceeded the appropriations. 
In order to preserve the efficiency of the 
army, Saveral measures were suggested, viz: 
1. It is essential that there be a revision of 
the laws regulating rank and command. The 
right of command should follow rank by one 
certain rule; officers holding general commis- 
sions should be placed at once upon the staff, 
but have opportunity to acquire practical mili- 
tary mph, troops equipped for the same 
service should not be divided, nor should foot 
be subdivided into artillery and infantry, or 
mounted men into dragoons and cavalry, 
2. Officers no longer capable of performing 
active duty should be retired from service, but 
the rates of compensation should be increased, 
and the laws respecting allowances undergo 
revision. 
3. The provisions of the act of Aug. 4, 1854, 
increasing payment of rank and file, should be 
extended to all enlisted men. 
4. An increase of the medical corps is recom- 
mended. 
5. Five more military storekeepers are need- 
ed in the Quartermaster General’s department. 
6. The prohibition of the purchase of lands 
for military posts causes embarrassments, and 
should be removed. Useless military sites re- 
quire to be sold. 
' The Secretary enlarges upon these points, 
and presses them earnestly. A considerable 
rtion of them are his recommendations of 
ast yegr, 

The anticipations entertained at the time of 
the establishment of the Military Asylum have 
not been fulfilled. The average cost of main- 
taining each inmate is $500. It is too much, 
and a reduction is necessary. The number of 
men received in four years is 287 ; cost, so far, 
$371,497, The new buildings near Waghing- 
ton will accommodate 150. The Branch Asy- 
lum at East Pascagoula, Miss., is discontinu- 
ed, and similar action is recommended in ref- 
erence to the Branch at Harrodsburg. 

The camels and dromedaries which were or- 
dered from the East will arrive in February. 
Fa ese animals have been found useful in the 
mea, and will be employed in military ser- 
vice here. 
A new professorship of ethics, and sundry 
other improvements at West Point, are recom- 


mended. 

“New models for all small arms have been 
adopted, embracing the late improvements. A 
new ge with increased leagth of barrel, and 
capable of instantaneous change into a carbine, 
is particularly noticed. 

he work upon the military roads has made 
satisfactory progress. The survey of the North- 
western inkes has been prosecuted with energy. 


The oneg boats on the Western rivers have 
ortho P fic Railroad expeditions have been 

‘he Pacific Rai itions have 
successfully < pleted. Jt js decided that the 
most practicable and economical route is that 
of the 32d degree parallel. The Colorado Des- 
ert is not unsusceptible of culture. The Secre- 
tary is quite favorable to this route, setting forth 
its advan in glaring colors. The practi- 
cabjlity of sinking Artesian wells along the route 
vee ee Te tributions to physical sci- 
ence, includ ne the results of these surveys, 
are exceedingly ‘ : 

The final position of the report is an elabo- 
rate consideration of the military defenees 
itory. tah argu 
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considers our navy too diminutive to contend 
with that of any respectable Power, and too 
feeble to even our own harbors. The 
nnage of the United States in 1812 
was I, 7 tons. For the year ending June 
30, 1855, it was 5,212,000.10-95, and our sea 
coast is now tly increased in extent, and 
the damage which might be effected by a re- 
spectable enemy in six months would greatly 
exceed the cost of a navy sufficient to 

our commerce efficiently, The question of an 


increase of the navy the — regards as 


one of = than of w: lanai 
e ary enlarges at great length upon 
the speeablichakdy system, which he has adopt- 


ed as a means for furnishing a reliable body of 
seamen for the navy, and gives the testimony 
of officers in its favor. The Naval Academy 
at Annapolis is in successfal operation, under 
the diligent supervision of Capt. Goldsborough. 
There are now attached to it, for instruction, 
164 midshipmen and acting midshipmen. The 
Board of Examiners for the last year, in their 
report, express themselves as not merely satis- 
fied with, but really amazed at, the remarkable 
proficiency exhibited by the under-graduates, 
as well as the graduating class, and as much 
impressed with the variety, minuten and 
exactness of the teaching, and the modes of 
examination. 

Of the whole quantity of hemp purchased 
during the past year for the navy, three-tenths 
have been American, The cts of fur- 
nishing the navy altogether with American 
hemp are very encouraging. seeert 
Gratifying evidences of the high estimation 
in which the labors of the Naval Observatory 
are held, at home and abroad, continue to be 
received 
Lieut. Gilliss is still laboriously engaged in 
the discharge of the special duties assigned to 


im. 

The estimated expenses of the Department 
for the ensuing year are $13,524,505.37, which 
is less, by nearly $3,000,000, than the estimates 
of the last fiscal year. 


Report of the Secretary of the Interior. 
This report fills over six columns of the 
Globe, It shows the following disposition of 
the public lands during the past year : 

ACRES. 

The quantity of lands sold for 

cash during the last fiscal year 
was - - - -  - 15,729,524.88 
Rec’d therefor $11,485,384,75. 

Located with military scrip_and 

land warrants 1,345,580.00 
Swamp lands selected for States 7,470,746.62 
Selected on donations for rail- 

roads, &c, 


- - - - 


11,558.00 


Making a total of - - 24,557,409.50 
The quantity that will be entered the present 
fiscal year with land warrants will be much 
larger, the number will be greatly multiplied 
Py the requirements of the recent Psa Land 
4aW. 

The amount of lands sold during the second 
and third quarters of the present calendar 
year is about 6,264,163 acres; being an increase 
of about 827,625 acres (in cash $477,442.06) 
on thay of the corresponding quarters of the 
preceding year. 

This is owing, in a great measure, to the ex 
traordinary advance of the prosperity of the 
og but it is feared, in some degree, to 
the influence of speculation. 

The quantity of land covered by warrants 
issued to soldiers of all the wars in which the 
United States has been engaged, is 37,958,412 
acres. 

Under the several acts of Congress for the 
satisfaciion of Virginia military land warrants, 
there were taken 1,460,000 acres of the publi 
lands. Acts more recent have been passed for 
the issue of scrip to satisfy this class of war- 
rants, which are being faithfully and yet lib- 
erally executed. 

The e.licient manner in which the Pension 
Office is conducted, and its largely increased 
labors, are referred to, The number of appli- 
cations under the new Bounty Land Law, up to 
November 20th, was 225,044; those examined 
number 84,500; of which 59,892 have been 
allowed, 24,608 suspended or rejected, and the 
number of warrants issued 55,917, covering 
6,578,320 acres. 

Various changes in the pension laws are rec- 
ommended, and the fact announced that the 
field work of the Mexican boundary survey has 
been completed, without exhausting the appro- 
priation—a large balance remaining. The 
territory embraces about tweny millions of 
acres of land. 

Th» re-organization of the Patent Office has 
been perfected, and the good effect already sen- 
sibly experienced. Since the Ist of January, 
1855, there have been issued upwards of 1,800 
patents, and within the year the number will 
probably reach 2,000. 

It wiil require a further appropriation to 
complete the west wing of the Patent Office 
building. The north part of the building 
should be commenced. The estimated cost is 
$450,000, without a portico. 

A large room in the Patent Office is used as 
the National Gallery. It is suggested that its 
contents be removed elsewhere, and the room 
devoted to the proper disposal and exhibition 
of rejected models. 

The appropriations for agricultural purposes 
have been usefully and judiciously applied. 
The seeds were well selected and distributed, 
and, from all the information received, the most 
beneficial results are anticipated. 

In relation to the construction, by the Gov- 
ernment, of buildings of its own for court- 
houses, ir Baltimore, Boston, and New York, 
nothing has yet been effected, and the subject 
remains for the further action of Congress. 

it is recommended that liberal appropriations 
be made for the construction and improvement 
of much-needed edifices, for the use of the 
Government, in the District of Columbia. 

The remainder of the report is devoted to 
Indian affairs, and the Indian Bureau is repre- 
sented as having ably and honestly discharged 
its duty. Numerous Indian treaties have been 
concluded during the year, and various matters, 
hitherto unsettied, adjusted. Measures looking 
to the improvement of the condition of the In- 
dians are urgently recommended, and their suf- 
ferings, priyations, and discquragements, are 
ably and feelingly set forth. 

Indian disturbances are too often traceable 
to the indiscretions and aggressions of white 
men. We have reliable reports of such cases 
and of the most murderous and unprovoke 
attacks upon them when entirely defenceless. 
A liberal hand should be extended to them, 
and every means resorted to for their improve- 
ment and elevation. Moral and teligious prin- 
ciples, and the arts of civilized life, should be 
taught them. 

It would be well for us, in our conduct to- 
wards the Indians, to follow the example of 
those benevolent societies which have for many 
years labored so perseveringly, and, under the 
circumstances, so successfully, for the meliora- 
They have expended 
within the last ten years, in money alone, near- 
ly a million of dollars. 








MARRIAGE. 


Married in Surry, 13th December, by T. C. 
Sargent, Esq., Mr. Frank H. Merritt, of 
Frankfort, Maine, to Miss Marra A. Grayr, of 
Surry. 


IS’'S PAIN KILLER. 
FERRY Pay i oe Hibbard, Missionary 
er, Joseph Robinson, Esq., g 








A in Burmah, to his Rob 
jhis city, has been handed tous for publication, fi 
we make the following extracts.— Prov Journal, 
Newton, Mavimain, June 6, 1855. 
Dear Father: 1 have been intending to write for a sup- 
ly of Pe Davies Pain Killer for some months, but 
Na e let other things prevent hitherto. ’ 
ill you kindly say to Mr. Davis, that Mrs. Hibbard 
and myself, and indeed, I sight add, all who came out 
with us, feel very grateful 5 


or the box of Pain Killer 


which he gave us, when we left our native land for 
Burmah. I have used it for Coughs, Colds, violent In- 
tose! Pains, yo Complaints, | ; ises, and 
for the Sti < oO y if uccess. 
‘The only severe spasm of the stomach which Mrs. Hib- 
hard has had in Burmah was instantly relieved by the 
Pain Kilier. We always keep it where we can put our 


hand on it in the dark, if need pe. 
Although I took Mr. Nisbet’s box in addition to my own, 

ro — gone but three 
ve been gone 

fad T not refused to part with it, cone Supe 
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Cook & Sargent, wpremert, Iowa. 
Green, Thomas, & Co., Burlingjon, 
City Bank of Racine, Wisconsin. 


NAPITALISTS. and others, wishing to make invest- 
, can do so through the un- 


loaned to actual settlers, on one and two years time, at 

FORTY PER CENT. INTEREST ; and as the title is in 

the person furnishing the Warrants, the investment is 

Lands selceted, and all business pertain- 

tly attended to. 

EVENS & CO., Bankers, 
Fort Des Moines, lowa, 


er to— 

E. W. Clark, Dodge, & Co., New York. 
Bank of Albany, Albany, New York. 
J. M. Clarke & Co., Washington, D. C. 
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competition with thirty other substitut 
French, English, and 


first premium. And as a crowning hono 


Premium” —only Silver Medal 


— ant. 


PALMER’S PATENT LEG. 


HIS American invention stands unrivalled, both in 
this country and in Europe. It is worn by one thou- 
sand persons, and with most astonishing success. 


erman manufacture, it received 
the award of the Great Medal at the World’s Exhibition 
in London, as the best artificial limb known. In this coun- 
try it has been thirty times exhibited, in competition with 
all others, at the Annual Fairs in the principal cities, and 
has in every instance received the award of the highest or 


mous approval of an international council, the “First 
u given for 
awarded to the aes at ao New York Crystal Palace. 
Pamphlets, givi information, sent gratis to every 
ma B. FRANK. PALMER. 
376 Chesnut st., Philadelphia 


In 
es, of the best 


r, by the unani- 


limbs — wae 





I. 
THE HOMESTEAD ON THE 
AND OTHER 


The popular author of “Tempest and 


One Volume, 380 pages, 12mo. 
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ATROCIOUS JUDGES 


LIVES OF JUDG 
INFAMOUS AS 


Case of Passmore Wil 


One Volume, 420 pages, 12mo. 


our history. On the 
we have been u 
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integrity aud P 





reliance. 


and the numorous trials, including the 
the Burns, and similar cases, and the cro 
famy enacted by 
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the thoughtful and care-taking mistress. 


My Bondage and My Freedom, 
Douglass. #4 pp. temo. Steel Portrait, 
Henry VIII and his Six Wives, 
Herbert, 441 pp. 12mo-, ¢ 
Catherine II of Russia, 
Samuel M. Stine . 
—_ feo Steel Pertraiy, 75 cents. 


The Beautiful Gate, 


cents. 
Address orders to 


95 Park Row, N 
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THREE IMPORTANT NEW BOOKS. 
To be published Wednesday, December 20. 


TALES 
BY MRS. MARY J. HOLMES, 


“The English Orphans.” 


The numerous and delighted Teaders of “Tempest and 
Sunshine.” and of “The ‘English Orphans” — Mrs. 


other work of their favorite author is again within their 
reach. That this work will be eagerly sought and wide- 
ly read, her former~brilliant success affords the surest 


A NEW BOOK BY RICHARD HILDRETH. 


Tools of Tyranny and Instruments of Oppression ! 
BY JOHN, LORD CAMPBELL. 
With an Aprenprx, containing the 


Edited, with an Introduction and Notes, 
BY RICHARD HILDRETH. 


Judicial Tyranny is something comparatively new in 
utity of the Bench, 
y to rely, for the pro- 


Events, however, have recently transpired, which have 
materially shaken public confidence in the safety of that 
The various mai-hunting expeditions which 
have, within the last few years, been made into the North, 


JUDGE KANE UPON PASSMORE WILLIAMSON, 


have excited the profoundest indignation and alarm. The 
Publishers believe, therefore, that this ay 

clearly drawn record of what judges have do 
the people to see what, if unchecked, judges may still do. 


The Latest and Best—A New Book for Housewives. 


PRACTICAL AMERICAN COOKERY 
AND DOMESTIC ECONOMY. 
BY MISS E. M. HALL. 


contains 973 Recipes, relating to every 
department of the subject, and is illustrated with forty-four 


Domestic Economy contains 363 Recipes, and recent 
important information relating to the Garden, the Oreh- 


ard, the Wardrobe, the Laundry, and all those ‘household 
and domestic affairs upon which instruction is sought by 


LATELY. PUBLISHED. 


7 Steel Portraits, $1.25. 

and her Successors, 
338 pp. 12mo., Steel Portrait, $1 
, by D. Wilson, Esg., 33¢ 


a Gem for the Little Folks. 
by Caroline Chesebro, 235 pp. 16mo., finely illustrated 
MILLER, ORTON, & MULLIGAN, Publishers, 


170 Genesee street, Auburn. 
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NEW VOLUMES 


OF THE 


NAMELY, 


Magazine, (Monthly,) 


July, 1855. 


Blackwood, $10. 


in the United States, anly eighty cents a 
fourteen cents a x on each Review, 
cents a year on Blackwood. Address 


L. SCOTT & CO. 
54 Gold strect, corner of 


d st that the 
subscribers to , ; 
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plied free of posmge, by 


FOUR GREAT BRITISH REVIEWS, 


Edinburgh, North British, Westminster, and Lon- 
don Quarterlies, and Blackwood’s Edin’ 


@Gommence with North British for May, 1855, 
and the other Reviews and Blackwood for 


ERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—Any one Review or 
Blackwood, $3 a year. Blackwood and one 
view, or any two Reviews, $5. The four Reviews and 


Pp (which should be paid quarterly in advance) 
on the fi. Reviews and Blackwood, ta any Post Office 


Publishers, 
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With the lst month ‘ January) Number, (1856. 
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Farm Journal and Progressive Farmer : 
4 Monthly Periodioat of thirty-two octavo 
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THE INDEPENDENT. 
VOL, VII. 
Edited by Pastors of Congregational Churches 
in New York and vicinity. 
Among the contributors to its columns are— 
REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER, 
REV. GEORGE B. CHEEVER, D.D., 
GOV. LOUIS KOSSUTH, 
MRS. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, 
MRS. H. C. KNIGHT, 
Mr. CHARLES L. BRACE, 
And other celebrated writers. 


CORRESPONDENTS 
from all sections of the Union, from England, France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and the Holy Land, con- 
tribute to enrich the columns of this Journal. 

A full and complete Review of the Markets, and 
Prices Current of Flour, Produce, and Merchandise gen- 
erally, will be published weekly, prepared by an experi- 
enced man, expressly for this paper. 

Notwithstanding the exceeding dullness ef business du- 
ring the past season, we have pained largely. Since Jan- 
uary 1, 1855, we have added to our lists the names of over 
SEVEN THOUSAND new subscribers, and we are now 
increasing in a much greater ratio. 

TERMS. 

By mail, two dollars per annum, in advance. 

Orders for the paper, accompanied <A money, ad- 

ea 





dressed to the Publisher, and prepaid, wi 
at our risk. 
Subseriptions can commence with any number of the 
paper. 
AGENTS. 


Clergymen are authorized agents, and are solicited to 
engage in the work of extending our circulation. For 
every five new names they may send, with ten dollars, we 
will forward a sixth copy gratis for one year. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

A limited number will be taken, at ten cents a line for 
each insertion. Advertisements of five lines or less will 
be charged fifty cents. 

Advertisers will find the Independent a most desirable 
medium. Publishers of valuable books can thus gain the 
attention of nearly FIVE THOUSAND CLERGYMEN, 
East, North, and West, and 100,000 readers. 





the cries of the wronged and suffering. In its columns, the 
advocates of novel and unpopular theories, contemplating 
the melioration of human woes, especially those of the 
voiceless and down-trodden, have ever found audience 
and hospitality; while it has ardently reeisted, and will 
persistently combat, every attempt to proscribe and de- 
gets any class, because of diversities of Nativity, 
reed, or Color. 

In defiance of calumnies the most atrocious, and of hos- 
tilities the most deadly and untiring, THE TRIBUNE has 
grown steadily in public appreciation from the day of its 
origin. lis means of serving the public have been aug- 
mented in proportion. Instead of a single editor, with one 
or two assistants, its organization now comprises 4 nu- 
merous body of writers, each fitted by special accomplish- 
ment and experience for the particular line of discussion 
to which his pen is devoted ; the daily amount of reading 
matter given, more than quadruples that of its earliest is- 
sues; a staff of valued correspondents encircles the globe, 
transmitting early and intelligent narrations of whatever 
is most worthy of attention; while Polities, Legislation, 
Literature, Art, History—in short, whatever affects the so- 
cial well-being of mankind, Polemic Theology alone ex- 
cepted—finds hese the freest and most searching discus- 
sion. 

Attached by profound conviction to the beneficent pol- 
icy of Industrial Development and Internal Intercommuni- 
cation, whose most conspicuous champion throughout the 
last Half-Century was HENRY CLAY—imbued, more- 
over, with that spirit of forebearance toward our weaker 
neighbors, and toward the much-wronged Aborigines of 
this Continent, and of Peace with All, which will hallow 
the name of Whig, THE TRIBUNE, while surrendering 
no jot of its proper independence, co-operated earnestly 
and ardently with the Whig party so long as its vitality 
was preserved. When, in 1550-2, an attempt was made to 
interpolate slave-hunting into its creed, we sternly resist- 
ed that imposition ; when, at the close of the last Presi- 
dentiul canvass, it was seen that a large portion of the 
Whigs preferred to defeat their own party, rather than al- 
low its Anti-Slavery wing to share its triumph,even un- 
der a conservative Chief on a Pro-Slavery platform, we 
knew and proclaimed that the Whig party Was no more. 
Subsequent events, including the rise and culmination of 
the Know Nothing couspiracy, and the speedy absorption 
therein of the whole force of Pro-Slavery_Whigism, only e 
confirmed our undoubting anticipations. With no sickly ; 
lamentations, therefore, for the inevitable bygone, but with 
hope, and joy, and sympathy, and words of cheer, have 
we hailed the beginning and waiched the progress of that 
mighty REPUBLICAN movement, which, impelled by the 

erfidious violation of the Missouri Compact, and stimu- 
fated by the astounding outrages whereof the rights of the 
Free Settlers of Kansas have been the vietims—by the re- 
peated and uiter vitiation of their eleetions by an armed 
mob, collected by conspiracy and hurled suddenly upon 
them from the border counties of the neighboring slave 
State, is destined to sweep away the landmarks of old 
party feuds, and uniie the true hearts and strong arms of 
the tree-souled in one mighty effort to confine the scourge 
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Office, No. 22 Beekman street, New York. 
459 JOSEPH H. LADD, Publisher. 
$50 000 CAN BE MADE by purchasing C. B. 

e HUTCHLISON’S ULTIMATUM of in- 
ventions for MANUFACTURING BARREL STAVES 
AND HEADS. For rights for Va., the W.,N. W.and8. W. 
States and Territories, apply to B. MILBURN, proprietor, 
Wash’n City, who has the machines in Operation there. 

Trave!ling agents wanted, to show and work machines. 
DANGEROUS AND DESPICABLE MEN 
ARE 


Hildreth’s Atrocious Judges ! 
ATROCIOUS JUDGES! 


LIVES OF JUDGES, 
INFAMOUS AS 


Tools of Tyranny and Iustruments of Oppression. 
BY JOHN, LORD CAMPBELL. 


With an Appendix, containing the 
CASE OF PASSMORE WILLIAMSON, 
Edited, with an Introduction and Notes, 
BY RICHARD HILDRETH. 

One Volume. 420 pages 12mo. Price $1. 


The variors mon-vunting expeditions which have, with- 
in the last few years, been made into the North, and the 
numerous trials, including the Jerry, the =p the Burns, 
and similar cases, and the crowning act of infamy enact- 
by 
Judge Kane upon Passmore Williamson, 
have excited the profoundest indignation and alarm. The 
Publishers believe, therefore, that this amply attested and 
corrrectly drawn record of what Judges have done, will 
lead the People to se* what, if unchecked, Judges may 
still do. 

MILLER, ORTON, & MULLIGAN, Publishers, 
25 Park Row, New York, and 
107 Genesee street, Auburn. 
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and scandal] of our country within the limits of the States 
which unwisely uphold it. To the success of this effort, 
the energies of THE TRIBUNEWill be sternly devoted; 
while the TEMPERANCE, REFORM, including the en- 
tire suppression of the Traffi@im Tntoxicating Beverages, 
will find in it, as hitherto, Gm earmeést and unflinching 
champion. 1 aa 
Commencing as a daily foligs 
with scarcely a shadow ef paifonage, THE TRIBUNE is 
now issued in quarto form DATEy (three distinct ediiions,) 
Semi-Wexxxy, and WeExty, ou @ sheet 44 by 34 inches, 
eight ample pages of six columné each. Its circulation 
has steadily grown from nothing to the following aggre- 
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We believe no other newspaper in the world has a eub- 
scription list over half so large as this; and no periodical 
of any sort can rival it. And while its extreme cheapnese 
rendering an increase of paying readers only an indirect 
pecuniary advantage to us, has doubtless largely swelled 
its subscription list, it would be absurdity not to preceive 
in this unprecedented patronage some evidence of pubtie 
approval and esteem. 

TERMS. 

THE TRIBUNE employs no travelling agents, and sends 
out no papers on irust. If itis not stopped when the term 
paid for expires, and the subscriber does not choose fur- 
ther to pay for it, we resort to no legal process to compe! 
him. On the Weekly, we mean to stop every paper on the 
expiration of the advance payment, awaiting a fresh re- 
mittance from the subscriber. If none comes, the account 
is closed. We pay no local agents; wish no money paid 
to any, when the payer cannot trust him to mail or other- 
vrise send it to us; once mailed, its safety is at our risk, 
{and a serious risk it often proves;) but are grateful to 
every one who deems it a good ~work to obtain and for- 
ward the names and money of his friends and neighbors. 
Our terms invariably are—for the 
DAILY TRIBUNE, $6 per annum. 

SEMI-WEEKLY, 33; two copies for $5; five for 
$11.25. : 
WEEKLY, $2; three copies for #5; five copies for $8; 
ten copies for $12; twenty cepies, OF Over, TO ONE AD- 
DRESS, jor $1 each; twenty copies, or over, to address of 
each subscriber, $1.20 each. 

‘Additions may at all times be made to a club, at the 
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AN ORIGINAL AMERICAN MAGAZINE. 
Witb a Christmas Story. 


WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE AND HIS PLAYS—aAn In- 
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THE RAIN. 
THE GHOST—A Christmas Story. 
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With the January number, commences the seventh vol- 
ume of am’s MonTHLY. The constantly inereasing cir- 
swlation of the Magazine, and the hearty sympathy with 
which the efforts of the Publishers have been received by 
the rublic, stimulate them to unwearied efforts to cohtin- 
ue ta deserve the success which they have achieved. It 
is the aim of the Magazine to furnish the t variety 
of popular literary entertainment; to criticise politics and 
phy from the most manly and generous point of view; 
to tell the truth about books and men, so far as they are 
properly subjects of public notice; to present the most 
spirited and accurate sketches of travel and personal ad- 
venture; to discuss science in all its popular bearings; 
and, in general, to make itself the vehic] of the best ob- 
servations upon all cotemporary and n.tional interests. 
This will always be done by the best talent in the coun- 
wy and honestly, but it cannot always be done without 

nce. Putnam's Montuty is neither a story-book, nor 
a partisan journal. Ithas opinions and principles. It seeks 
to amuse and instruct; but it hopes, also, to be felt as 
friend of good morals, sound learning, and the most liberal 
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-. ‘HE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW 
An American parallel to the tyrannical power of 
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